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HE STORM, Poseicon's wrath, was le- 
hind os 95 we entered the lontan Sea, 
which washes: the western shores of 
Greece, Wirte Afist’s sails belhed in the fair 
wind, and dolphins sporting at the bow gave 
friendly escort Lowurd the isles al Lh, ot tat 
We had put our little ship inthe water near 
Athens, at Salamis, where-25 centuries ago 


Greek freemen crushed the Persian fleet of 


Xerxes and launched Greece into her Crolden 
Ace. We headed west through the eulf named 
for Corinth, where St. Paul preached 

And now the water sparkled blue as we 
came. gamboling: out of the Gulf of Patras 
From April, when wild flowers riot on the sea 
Jones, to September, when grapes vield their 
ripeness to the press, we would explore the 
steen-wWilled Ionian Islands. These mse atop 
a sunken mountain range that palisodes the 
Grecian shore: ishuneds as popular as Cortu, 
is unset as Levhs, as full of surprises as 
Cephalonia and Zante and Paxos, as private 
as tiny Skorpioas, hideaway home of Aristotle 
anid Jacqueline Onassis. “As famed as Ithaca, 
whenee wrenthepried Ulysses sailed with. his 
bhick ships to Troy, and to which he returned 
uhter twenty vears of war and wanrlering 

Uivsses! From. bovhowl F had thrilled to 
etories In Homer's Gilyssey, It was Ulwases, 
crafties! of the Greek warriors. who dewised 
the wooden horse that finally won the ten: 
Year Trojan War, It was Ulysses who braved 
the monster Scvlla-and the whirlpool! Chuuryb- 
dis, won outwitted the sorceress Circe, who 
hal himself lashed to the mast thot he might 
safely hear the Sirens’ song that lured men to 
their doom. Ulvsses is the eternal explorer, 
ever questing for knowledge 

He wae King of Ithaca; impitienth now | 
Watched his islami—‘a rugeed place, but a 
eood nurse of men,” Homer called t—thrist 
its shoulders higher above the sun-flecked sen 

We made for “the first promontory,” as the 
Cayosry clirected. In an emerald-creen cove 
Wwe “loosencd the sails threw over the 
made fast the stern cables, and 
stepped out onto the break of the sea beach” 
to seek Arethusa’s Fountain and Raven's Craze 

[i was at a hut near these two lancmarks 
that Ulysses, borne al last, met his son ‘Telem: 
achus and his lovalswineherd Eumpeus With 
their help be would reclaim his throne ane 
his faithful wife, Penelope 

A goat path tigzneged up o thirsty gully 
We ooshed up il, myv-son Edt anal | Hat ane 
punting, Wwe Clambered to a stone dam. But 
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Breasting the wine-dark sea of Homer's 
Odvesey, Une yaw! Wirte Avil sails anyone the 


lenian Islands of weeern Greeee—home waler: 
of the most fabled saalor of anmtiquits 
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“A tugged place, but a good purse of men,” the filer won cenown far from here, fighting in the 
not Homer called seagirt [thoca, domain of Uivs tecade-long Troion Wor and battling wnecrectifpl 
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served) bife-wivine wither 


Whit hind ance ¢ 
now Grinmed With talicn boulders 


We searched hiener. (in ao ledge bese a 


wi olive tree, we found 4 hallow anelimne 
back inhe tie rock In if stom! “rlarkhne 
Yale! Clear and cool We refreshed oi 
elves, gratelul for Arethusa’s Fountain 
\ hoarse cawing made us: look up. High 
| a] 


nove, nenr @ Tecdish cleft in the cliffto 


ravens Ssourtdd aml tumble Raven's trae 
Herdsman Offers a Homeric Welconec 


Thrpuch stunted oaks ond wiry shrubs a 
stony path beckoned us to the henghts. As we 
reach [he top, Wr heared linkhns ens ja 
i barking doe. Through a silvery veil of olive 
trees -wWe <nierl a goatherd bronging his flock 
home lor the évening milking 

fhe mulking over, the herdsman invited wu 
inte his but Seated on a goat-hair blanket on 

ol sipping cups of thick coffee, we watched 
His Wilke Take Cheesé—a Lime-nonored cotiage 
crilt, but tian’ work tn Homer= cin 

Phe Gol Beran surprised) us bv gsking 

complete strangers, to hawe supper with 


His tamily lhen we fecalled Eiumaeus 





hospitality, for “all strangers and wanderer: 


i 
ie sacted in the sieht of Acus 
i List I 
By lantern perp on ow three-legeerd sioo}s 
we feasted on spitted kid, crusty fresh-baked 
bread, salad of tomimtecs, cucumbers, olive 
re ae add td t i f i | 
non, aol cdedicious soit white feta cheess 
f pee j | Te | inn-- 7 i I 
laced with olive ol and snorinkled with wild 
i i i : _ ‘ 4 | 
reano, Robust Ithaca wine Waele down 
i, “a seu gee 
bn a Teach WME GU ESC 


Hew laapuer rad] han bereclel heres ee ae 


| tl w - ie | f 
eked our fost, Panteis Chintilas (tettl 
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Cradle af curds, dripping whey, dries into 
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town, Wath Yhoch mew Hite} 

Covly, Vathi kept hidden as we sailed into 
ee abs acamp lar eiite Bi hanny i an olive tree lords it over sister 
it | a La Wil Lie I ‘ | EI a } Lh | | ie ls iit | at tu i Tr bi ITI Leer] j Vir 
PED GEER pT, PRR OS Pe eet ey! Chintilas or her husband, Pontehs (oeing 
| | 1 1 [ere me-ped ? 7 
i} ta Leht | lhe fh Lut Lhe ELE } re bh ole] horok iti pAEEe | Mat ML LiT dat hf | Bes. Tes Lat iF l 
Loa et | new chown 1 frard watt] 1 ir | i a A! Le Here = 4 lie Verte be i 

E = ' == . 7 = = = | = 
evening. breeee behind us. The setting sui Eurmaris. Thowch strangers. the author and 
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and vachts, right in the heart of the town. 

We joined townspeople promenading on 
the quay, sipped beverages at tables that 
sprout on the waterfront at dusk, and dined 
in a-restaurant where « rossting puc-revolved 
on @ 4pit. over live coals. 

We followed gossiping mothers, tugging 
children, and doting fathers to a sweetshop 
for faky nutilled boklava dripping with 
honey. And at-another quavside cafe we 
sipped our coffee mefne—mecium sweet 

Rach Ithacan boy grows up with « ship in 
his heart. Reaching manhood, he sails in it 
to stek his fortune—n America, Africa, or 
Australia, or on the seven seas. Souvenirs al 
home in the purlor, pictures on a bedroom 
wall, tell of the odyssey of a husband, son, or 
hance. Many a Penelope waits in Varhi toclay, 
confident that despite all perils and temp- 
tations her man will come home. 

We hired one of Ithach'’s few cars to con- 
tine our quest for Ulysses We overtook 
donkeys, bicycles, and motor scooters as we 
skirted Mount Aetos and climbed the dragon- 
hack ridge that joins southern and northern 
Ithaca. The island of Cephalonin loomed to 
the jeft, the toulf of Molo lay to the neht 

We wound up to arocky plateau studded 
with crumbling house foundations, aban- 
doned terraces, threshing grounes, ancl cis- 
terms—melancholy reminders of a once larger 
population. Around the sere shoulder of 
ALount Nerttos, the village of Stavros cheered 
us with its red-tiled white houses, tts flowers; 
its friendly people. 


When a Palace “Smoked With Blond” 


From here, north Ithaca falls away in fer- 
lile, evpress-spiked terraces to four bavs: Afa- 
les to the northward, Polis on the southwest, 
Frikes and Kioni facing east. Ships plying be- 
tween Gireek and Adriatic ports stream past 
the island. As in Ulysses’ day, Ithaca. com- 
mands sea highwars to the Gulf of Corinth 

What a site for a robber haron's strong- 
hold! Keeping sharp lookout for nch galleys, 
he could plunder then or exact tribute. 

Ulysses, “sacker of cities,” may well have 
béen such a sea raider. Indeed, archeologists 
have uncovered remains of a fortified Bronze 
Age settlement that could have been hts 
cupital Crowning the heights, it was easily 
tefensible and well watered. Springs. near 
these crests irrigate the orchards of oranges, 
pomecronates, lemons. Langerines, figs, ane 
almonds that green the northern terraces. 


There is a litth stone museum near the 
supposed palace site, ancl there | met Sotiris 
Rovwvaras, the village schoolteacher wha 
serves ms its curater. He showed me loree- 
handled jars used ior grain and oil. Bronze 
spearheads evoked the battle and booty that 
warnors #loried in. Goblets and wide-lipped 
kraters recalled) the arrogant suitors who 
crowded into absent Ulysses’ home, swilling 
his wine, butchering his cattle, while wooing 
his wife and plotting to kill his son. 

A terracotta spindle whorl bespoke the 
dutiful Penelope, who insisted she could mot 
choose among the clamorous suitors until she 
finished weaving a shroud for Ulysses’ aging 
father, Laertes. At night, pining for her lost 
husbund, she undid what she wove each day 

“until the goddess Athena helped Ulysses 
reach home disguised as an aged beggar. 

His return was dramatic, He threw off his 
bepgear’s rags at 4 fenst. strung the mighty 
bow that mo oneselse could bend, and began 
to slay the wolfish suitors. One by one they 
perished, until "the floor smoked with blood.” 


Earthshaker Frases History's ‘Trail 


Some of the museum's artifacts had come 
from a cave on [thaca’s Polis Bay. Perhaps it 
was trom this very shore that Ulysses launched 
his |2 black ships for Trov. I teld Mr. Row- 
varas that White Mist had put into Polis 
Bay, but when we looked for the cave, we 
found only tumbled rock. 

“No wonder,” be sand. “An earthquake 
shook the cliff face into the sea. In the 1930's 
Miss Sylvia Berton, the British archeologist, 
excavated these ancient treasures from under 
the rubble.” 

An earthquake! Poseidon, Earthshaker. 
gol of the sea, hod heen Ulysses” implacable 
enemy during his decade of wanderings. 
Was he still pursuing his shade? 

The blast of a ship's whistle interrupted 
my reverie Mr. Kouwvuras rushed outside, 
beckoning me to follow. Excitecly, in half 
Greek holf English, with elaborate pante- 
mime, be tolel of another time that Ulysses’ 
realm had “smoked with blood.” When Italian 
occupation traops on Cephalonia resisted a 
German take-over in World War IT, the Nizis, 
on Hitler's order, massacred several thousand 
Italian priscters. 

“One officer survived by playing dead,” Mr 
Rouvaras sail “He swam Ithacy Strait and 
wis pulled ashore by o fisherman, who hid 

(Continued on pape FZ) 
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BATTLE OF LEPANTO) Christian and 
Mnshom faeta clashed in this araa in 

ST) inthe last-qrect naval battle 
between cared vattele, Galleys of 

Spain, Venice, Genoa, and the Papacy, 
commanded: by Don John of Austria, 
defeated the Ottoman finet of Ali Pasha. 
ending aiegord of Moglam invincibility: 
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himfor months. Now he captains acruise ship.” 

I saw the ship, a big white steamer lined 
with waiving Lowrists, a& she veered to salute 
the inends who bad saved the captain's life, 


Festival-goers Dance the Night Awuy 


We were acheculetl to sail for Cephalonia. 
“Too bad you're net going to be on Ithaca 
tonivht,” out driver said. “It is the festival 
of St John in Rion, Fveryone will he there.” 

So we sailed instead for Ktont. (ruarded by 
three windmill towers, its lovely harbor a 
horseshoe of whitewashed houses anc ter- 
raced vineyards, the village was all abustle. 
Strings of lights and banners canoypied the 
quavsicde, Seating us amid-a seaof tables, the 
taverma proprietor served ws from great tubs 
of roast chicken still steaming from the oven. 

Some festival-goers arrived by boat, while 
others streamed down the corkscrew road on 
foot, by donkey, scooter, taxi T heard an 
Cuivsseus greet a Laecrtes, a: Mentor welcome 
Athena back from Athens with her young- 
sters Telemachus and Penelope, Homeric 
names still run in Ithaca families. 

The orchestra struck up ond couples 
danced bouncy two-steps. Then a circle of 
men laid arms upon cach other's shoulders 
and moved in rhythmic steps from left to 
right Suddenly their leader snapped his 
finvers, leaped high, dropped in deep knee 
bends, and began whirling in counterpoint 

As the night wore on and the wine flowed, 
the dancing grew wilder, Chains of celebrators 
snake-danced among the tables. Circles closed 
like human carousels on the square Ranks 
broke, mterlocked, spun off inte trajectories. 
The music grew louder, foster, more frenzied. 

Imperceptibly the crowd melted away un- 
til the quayside stood strangely empty and 
the night sounds took over; Back on White 
Mist 1 heard the coe coo of the tiny lonian 
owl, regular as a drumbeat; « donkey's brav, 
answered by a heé-haw across the way, o dou 
barking, then another and another; and 
finally the cock’s crow that heralds dawn 

Our voyage next day was short. Cephalonia, 
largest and laltiest at the Jonian Elands, 
lies only two and a half miles from [thoca 
And Ulysses till accompanied us, for he was 
‘lord of the Kephalleniaons.” 

Timber for his ships came from forests that 
once darkened the entire mountam core of 
Cephalonia, namesake isle of Abies cepha- 
lonica, a fr growing widely in Greece. Even 
the charred colummnsof palace ruins at Knossos 


bz 


an Crete have proved to be of that wood. 

We sought signs of Ulysses” day on Cepha- 
lonia. whenee Homer says many of Penelope's 
suitors came. We traced ancient ramparts on 
the hills behind the port of Sami, explored 
Mivenatan catacombs ut Mararakata, ancl 
studied vlenming jewelry of beaten gold in 
Argostohion's archejlogical museum. 

There are even more impressive ruins at 


Kran, overlooking Argostolion Harbor For 


two miles, walls of giant polygonal blocks 
run along the crest like the spine of a gigantic 
dinosaur. Labortously shaped and smoothed, 
the blocks were fitted tightly with no mortar. 

Walls defend, but they also divide. In the 
fifth century a,c. the historian Thucydides 
speaks of four city-states on Cephalonia 
Down the centuries, under many masters, the 
island's towns remained isolated by mountain 
burtiers, its lands parceled among warring 
feudal nobles and worked by wretched peas- 
ants. But the British, during their protector- 
ate over the Jonian Ilands, 1815-64, built 
roads, reformed justice, revitalized ayricyl- 
ture, and sparked a cultural flowering. 

To Greece and the world the island gave 
scientists, statesmen, navigators. Cephalonia. 
still boasts many shipowners, and more pro- 


fessors than any other Grréek ishind, One, 


Professor Spyridon Marinatos, Greece's In- 
spector General of Antiquities, bad provided 
valuable insichts during our earlier Aezean 
oryssey," And now he helped our Ionian quest 
by introducing us toa Cephulonian colleague, 
Maring S. Cosametatos. 

Mr. and Mr« Cosmetatos invited us to their 
charming Venetian-stvle home, served us tea, 
and talked of Cephalonian history. Both are 
authorities; Mrs. Cosmetatos devotes most of 
her davs to a folk and history museum she 13 
developing in Argostolion. 


Road Builders Work Above the Clouds 


Mr. Cosmetatas took me north to the steep 
castle-crowned peninsula of Assos (pages 15- 
LOL Charles Napier, once British aciministra- 
tor of Cephalonia, later famed for his military 
conquests in India, described roac-building 
openitions along this coast: 

“The precipice ts about 600 feet down, 
the sen fouming at Bottom; clouds fiving 
under your feet,” Napier wrote in 1825, [In 
fact he noted thai same of his men were 

®The avihor, wrote of "The Isies of Greece, Acgean 


Birthplace of Western (Culture, in the Auguse 1972 
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Fort of call on the past, Fiskardha husks in the limelicht of sunset 


be Tinbiect mat 
century Sarman knight Robert Gurcarad 
| 


willace derives trim that of the 11tl 


fever while planning on wilack on Constantinople 


talk to them. implere ther aid. bring them 
eit A dealer will swear by the saints that his 
fish are fresh; a captam will vow to reward 
lt Cdetoter 
brings no rain ane the precious olive trees 
are thirst. 
image m solemn procession: When ram talls 
It & Lite saints work 


his sunt if he survives a tempt 


, = 1 
villagers carry their patron saint's 


Human Carpet Marks Procession Route 


s Gerasimos, Cenhalomans beleve, hers 
ack minds and bodies. Crew members Sean 
Baldwin of Baddeck, Nova Scotia, and id 
Grosvenor saw this belief take dramatic form 
in the mid-August festival 
mite the Cimala, filling the monastery court 


Peoole streamer| 


vard. Sean and Ed spread sleeping bags un- 
der an olive tree: laimilies berided town about 
them, others kept viel all night 

hext morning. when the clergy ou splen 
tine 
presirate in iis 


drous tobes emercel beanne SHLUEIT 


casket, the ailing las nath 
Lavine builds 
Alter St 


thew gentlhed like lambs 


nione the AVENUE (pages 7-4) 
hell down the raving und shaking 
Gerasimos passed 

During my earlier vieit with Marina Cos 


metitos, the vende hia been empty. A white 


Che well-kept homes- 


bearded father. or papas, invited ws into the 
chapel and, descending alackler, we wriggied 
inte the hermit’s cell where (itrasimos enced 
his Sere 

Phe papas led us to the omate casket. Min- 
iature hencds 
rratitude for cures 
Reverently lowering one side to expose the 


lees, arms, ane eves of <cilver 
rifts ol encrusted i 
mummy of thet samt, the father sane a hymn 
and sade] a blessing for Marino ant) Melville, 
our Christian names 

, nun lifted the glass and invited me to 
hiss the feet of the sami 

[ put my bead into the casket and looked 
un besitanthy: There was a kindly expression 
on the saint's remarkably preserved face 

What intriguer] me most, on that island of 
surprises, was seeing the earth swallow the sen 

(in the peninsula near Argostolion the sea 
trenms into fissures that indent the shore 
disappears ‘IEE S 
ume, a flour mull tapped this unique water: 
riot 
came to Areostolion, studied the phenomenon, 


uric underground bp 


pe oe Moire t ath a centoure scentish 


mide experiments, and departed puszied 


Finally an Austrian team mace a hyitrolog 
ical survey ol the entire island, then poured 


erticreial Crore fly i 4 


wih ced heres 
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raat Lah Wreoastolion Harbor ancl throueh 
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ore the island's numesake citv. Zakinth 

spreads thin dong two onles of @ crescent 
ae he mneith } | Tae nents wT en rived fiall 
on castle: [ts lone jetty drew ws to the little 


loth-century church of St Nicholas-on-lhe- 


m there we walked into a cleaming 


wetnite couse reseed iver OD the | Oth- 
century Greek national poel, Zante’s own 
Naat ne Salamoe in muirble 
“indy Arcaces, comes Farinnding the 
plazas with bloon ‘ately campaniles lott 


7 | | j 
ing ther bells besite the churches evoked the 


enlden age of Zante, fer dai Levant: Howe 
fo the bast.” From the [6th to 18th centurn 
fante Wa principal way station for Vene 
tin trode Shipowners and merchant grew 
VWenlthny on the i aes Cras ing &Xtrores 
a currants; thi lmecd the avenues with 
baiase?, built ornate villas, and flocked ti 


Mnery FO ear Opera WOorsh in Lie cathe- 


iral eracine this “Venice of the lomuan Seo 
thie became cit om js three minutes, - 
| I] se Li cles a! ahreaa| | 


civic 3 leader ic S02 in ka 


told me. Pharmactrst 


nitgiannan ancl 


study amid photographs of the shattered am 





burning civ. He showed me the copiously 
illustrated volumes be has written on the 
1953 carthquake. 

“T was in omy laboratory when the quake 
hit—around noon on Weelnesday, August 12," 
he said. “Suddenly the ceiling beyan falling. I 
dashed to the street in my shirt sleeves, just 
as the front wall and balcony crashed. Walls 
fell all about me as lran to the square. There, 
with the earth shuddering beneath my feet, I 
saw the city die. 

“Dust blotted out the sky; it became dark 
as night. A dreadful silence fell.” 

Cries of the injured pierced it 

Dr. Barbiants helped organize rescue crews 
to pull victims out of the rubble and treat 
them. Fortunately, thousands—including his 
wife—had already fled into the countryside 
because of ominous tremors on preceding 
days. Then be joined in a search for #ante’s 
Irreplaceable art treasures—ilangerous work, 
for walls were still collapsing. But the flames 
would nol wart 

Dense clouds of dust also billewed above 
Cephalonia and Ithaca, for quakes devastated 
them too. But “Zante suffered most. There 
more than 100 people died (pages 40431), 


Treasures Saved From City's Ruins 


Dr, Barbianis took ws to the beautiful new 
museum built te house the art he and his 
friends bad rescued, Icons set in carved and 
gilded alter screens glowed like jewels. 
“ante's- Vath-century clergy, nobility, and 
guildsmen passed in stately procession across 
a 2=-foot-wice canvas. 

A Rembrandt quality drew my eves to 
chiaroscuro canvases by Nicolas Kandounis, 
among “4ante's finest painters. The play of 
light and dark lent poignant drama ta his 
“Crucifixion,” painted around 1890, A Virgin 
by Emmanuel Tzanes also appealed to me, 
Ir. Barbianis had helped recover it from the 
debris of a church 

I mentioned to Dr. Barbianis the plain con- 
crete cubes we had seen in restored villages 
an Cephalonia. 

“Wath more people, they had greater need 
for housing, so they built quickly and sim- 
nly,” Dr. Barbianis explained. “Here we 


wanted to repredduce our old town. That's 
why you see the Venetian motif.” 

But it did take time. Dr. Barbianis and his 
wife, who had lost their [3-room home and 
everything in it, lived in a tent for six years 
while Zakinthos was rebuilding 

Today concrete replaces stone in the ar- 
cades of a Zakinthos shrunk to 9,300 people 
from. 30,000 atits heyday, Cone are the opera 
house, the mansions, most of the historic 
churches. Today Aante’'s singers hold forth to 
the strumming of guitars and mandolins in 
the taverna near the end of the mole The 
kantades, folk songs, coming across the water 
to White Mist moored only a hundred yards 
away, lulled us to sleep, 





Tiny Grapes Bring Acclaim to Zante 


One day o Greek merchantman tied up 
abreast of the taverna That evening the ship 
was deserted, captain on down to messboyv 
raising voices with the singers at tables. 
Came midnight, the «whistle blew, and the 
crew climber the gangplank <till singing. We 
heard their voices as the ship backed out 

She had loaded currants—the famous rav- 
sons of Coraunte (Corinth) that had brought 
prosperity to Zante. 

“Where are the currants?” 1 had asked 
when we first toured the island in spring. 
Winter's tains were past, when the skies open 
and the soil greecily drinks its store for the 
long, hot, waterless summer to come. Zante’s 
parklike plain, flanked by ridges and broken 
by clumps of oak, silver poplar, and eucalyp- 
tis, Whe 0 tapestry of green. 

How fertile it seemed ofter Ithaca ond 
Cephalonia; how merciful its level, tarred, 
cypress-shurled roads. 

“Currants? (On thease prapevines,” our 
driver hact said, To was surprised, because 
the currants: | knew were berries that grew 
wild on bushes. 

Now, wider cloudless August skies, we 
found those same vineyards patched with 
purple: expanses of tiny grapes drying into 
currants—seeless rains. Farm women 
spread them on plastic sheets and turned 
them with wooden rokes, letting them drv for 
several weeks. Most are shipped to England. 


Siren song of the sea calls to stand bows: in response, this lod of Kalemos bull, a toy 
caique out of atin can Through the ages lontons have found livelihool and acventure as 
fishermen and scilare As Penclope awaited Ulysses, their wottien still await the return of 
these “scudding ships that sailors we like chariots, to drive actos: the sea's hmmensities” 


Homeward With Ulysses 
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‘We saw milk goats everywhere, and baby 
olive trees, their stems wrapped in straw. The 
olive, requiring less care, is fast replacing the 
grape on Zante, Dr. Barbianis told us. 

Many of Zante’s young people work on the 
maiiniancl A gentler depopulation, certainly, 
than that thé island suffered in earlier con- 
turies: In the fifth century, Vandals, invading 
from North Africa, slew some five thousand 
islanders and cast them into the sta. In the 
sth an Ottoman feet burned “ante’s city 
ond so devastated Ithaca thot the island was 
wirtually uninhabited for a generation. Dal- 
matin corsairs and Barbary pirates, oper- 
ting from ‘Turkish bases in Albania and the 
Peloponnesus, continued to make raids on 
Zante and other islands 

Zunte had one more surprise for us the 
FHich springs near Keri, 

Descending from the southern ridge over- 
looking magnificent Lagana Bay, we walked 
through an ol] olive grove and came to a 
mall pand at the edee of « marsh. 

Wading hinds paused in their feeding as we 
poked with a stick in a shallow pool and 
brought up black gobs, The pitch oozed up 
js fast us it was removed When the gooey 
stuff dripped back inte the water, it eerily 
wriggled off like a fish or an eel, 

*Fishermen still caulk the bottoms of their 
boats with this pitch,” said the shepherd who 
had guided us there. “But it is not so much 
used today as in olden times.” 

Herodotus, in the fifth century 8.cC,, relates 
that “I myself have seen plich drawn up out 
of water from a lake in Zacvnthus.” 

Zante probably provided the pitch to coat 


the hulls of Ulysses’ gallews. Now | realized 


why Homer spoke of “black” ships, 
Wooded Isle Holds Onassis Retreat 

Suiling north from Zante, we put infor the 
night at Port Athen, a haven carved out of 
sott-hued rock on Meganisi: Next morning 
we motored across a sea of glass to Lewkas 

On the way we passed Aristotle and Jac- 
queline Onassis’ islet of Skorpios. The yacht 
Christina glheamed at the dock in her snug 
harbor. We could see a few cottages scattered 
about the wooded isle, set like 4 jewel ina 
beautiful blue inland sew surrounded by 
lowering mountains An ielvilic spot. 

Levkas. Island or peninsula? Actually it 
has been both. In the seventh century ac. 
the (Corinthians severed it from the mainland 
with a canal The waterway silted tp, but the 
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| Stems Tow of seach pours into sink holes 


THE CASE OF THE 
DISAPPEARING WATER 


Or THE THY of Argostolion Peninsula in 
Cephalonia, the sen flows infand ond gur- 
ales down into cracks, like bath water down a 
droin. For more than o century the phenome- 
non puczled scientists, Finally, in 1963, Aus 
trian geologists Viktor Maurin and Josef Zot] 
of the Grae School of Technology solved the 
mvstery of where the water went. They dumped 
440 pounds of de imie ane of the holes, Tao 
weeks later 4prinzs on the other side of the 
Sland revealed traces of color. The water had 
traveled ten miles under the land, a shown 
in the diagram (below), which illustrates the 
erologists” theory on how the process works. 

At one outht—a muttoral grotin at Melissani 
—visiters row arounil the stalactite-hung cav- 
em ifight), where a shaft of suntight at noon 
bathes them in cerulean blue, 








at Argoctolon. Anenterpraing Sthecamtury i 
Englishman harnewed the currant | 

with .o watersheel to grind grain. 
4S) sactthquakn deatrayed 
thom saa reel, ut a ea 
watlerehael bas 
haem tauilt. 











2. Salt water: rurte eautward down sltaparrg Tirent crue 
becks ir channals that pes beneath the barter ot 
Argostobon-and through the very haart af the 
mmuhialioas jalan Thess conduits were Carved 
by freshentor 7 the lee Age wher sea 
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“Oh, no, be saich “It's along climb for her; 
we will be there ahead.” 

(in the trellised patio of bis stone house, 
Nikolas’s daughter Maria greeted us in Eng- 
leh: she had learned it in school iw Levkas, 
she told us proudh. She served us wine and 
ervstal dishes of reddish ane 
quince preserves—deliciou< gand refreshing 
im the hew 

"We crush the wine grapes with our feet,” 
Nikolas said, showing me the great vat in 
which the faovily atemps. After 40 davs, the 
wine is rewly to drink. Ten barrels wet the 
family through the vear—one liter for lunch, 
one for dinner. 

Just as we were taking leave of Nikolas 
and his dauzhter in her bright print dress and 
modish hairde, Mrs. Aravants, clad in somber 
brown and the ubiquitous head scart, arrived! 
hot and tred with ber loud of fuel 


sickle poesor 


One Lobster Provides o Fest 


Back at Levkas harbor the wind was blow 
ing anes wale from the south, But we cdoghbled 
un our lines anc Were snug, and all turned in 
for o Greek sestu—the afternoon hours when 
vivecious voices are stillec| and the sunbaked 
streets deserted 

An hour later the wind lawl abated and we 
headed south for Sivote Bay, linked by some 
scholars to the story of Ulvsers 

lt wos vetting dork and steep seas were still 
running as we picked wp the unmarked en- 
trance to the bay. We headed in through an 





opening in the surf antl found ourselves in 
i calm lagoon. | spotted a flickering bluec- 
tinved livht far ahbeud: through viasses | mace 
out méenin a taverna | pointed White Mist 
for il, and we came in, guided by a generator- 
operated TY set! 

We soon found Spyros, a fshermian who 
had been recommenced ta ws, but he was all 
upolowies for having but one lobster for ow 
hungry crew. Then he picked up a cord on 
the dock and pulled in, tied by one leg likea 
billy goat, the biggest spiny lobster lever saw 
It weaghed 73° pounds, and pave us motions 
dinner but a fine chowder the next day 

In the early 1900's the eminent German 
archeologist Wilhetm Dorpfeld ‘excavated 
Bronze Age graves to support his claim that 
Levkas, not Ithaca, was the true home of 
Uiveses—the Dthaca of Homer. Ae declared 
that Sivota's landlocked bay was where the 
hero landec. Most «echolars disagree, bul 
Dorpfeld’s theory keeps the conversational 
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pot boing whenever Levkas and Ithaca men 
meet over coffer in a kaflenetion. 

In any case, the beauty of Sivota Bay is 
breathtaking. So, loo, are views along the 
mountainous rend that eircles the plone, | 
looked northward over a green and [ruitful 
plain to Levkas town, clustered about its 
lang main street, to the tiny blue line of the 
conal with its castles at either end, ind tar be 
yond to the taint cleanrot the Ambracian Gulf 

At the entrance to that gulf | imagined 
great lines of galleys clashing tna battle that 
would decide the fate of the Roman world 
—Actium 








There the squadron of Queen 


Flags proclaim the cual allesiance of Harry 





(_loopatra suddenly hots sail, breaks through 
Octayvian'’s line, and takes flight around Lev 
incl the 





has for distant Raypl, where she 
defeated Antony will die by their own hands 
LW Actium 
where We suied next, was musical 
comedy, We came in around an telet that in 
the old days hid the port from pirates, Curv- 





recalled @& tragedy, (oai05. on 
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ing through a narrow channel steeply tiered 
suddenl\ 


i town ane 


with rine amid olive trees. we 
emerced in this tiny theater of 
lied up to a stage set for an operetta 

From box seats in our cockpit we looked 


upttage to a chapel flanked by white and 


Kowlowris, a naturalized American why retired to hin native Ketarakho, Cephalonia. i 


pustel-tintedl townhouses arownd the little 
paved square, A chorus dressed as ftshermen 
ant towrists babbled and sipped at tables 
front and center; from the wing: offstage 
come the music of guitars 

We spent a celtentiul evening savoring the 
tempting aromas of snitted lamb, pork, and 
kicl, and the might scents of jasmine ancl wle- 
ander—sutely the must picturestue stop on 
Cur Cruise 
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half-mube-lone isiand in one of its five taxis; 


morning we Louwured the si-ancd-s- 


hue olive trees formed a thick Canopy over 


the stone-Wolled lanes. Centuries ago the 
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flanks Behind this strange formation opened 
[napandi cave at the bottom of a 300-foot cliff. 


We took White Jiftst in until her must 
“imost touche, then piled inte our Boston 
Whaler to explore the 


We sounded the 
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water—I1S to 24 feet of 
‘nd it went back 
irching rock—a 


forrenus deep wo WAMerine 
so under the 


heautiful hideout 


100 feet or 
weird! gel 

Alas, a check with naval authorities re- 
vealed that the Greek submarine Fupuntrolts 
(id operate tn the lonian Sea, but from Patras, 
then from Beirut, Lebanon Once she bad put 
into Paxos for repre 
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Win of Levkas, in 
cotton, situreushy beats dirt irom arog ins 
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far-shde shelters an doom and oil lamp 


Seen Posiote Gurds shine these presses 
lacis into a 20thecentunry epic that crew with 
each telling, | unidlerstom! how whirlpools 
became Monsters, and Volcanoes “storms of 
bay hie CA vate, 
baffled us m= we mutce 
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Ing to keep us from this most extolled of the 
lonian Island 
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Git Posenion did nok count 


tat a husky cliesel engine. We sturterl it ane 
se) a chirectt course for Corfu Channel 


Along the Sea-lanes of History 


storied waters, these, pressed between Car 
Tu and the coast of Epirus: and Albania The 
first sea battle in Greek. history frother! the 
channel! in 664 B.c when Corcyra, Connth’s 
colony on Corfu, defeated her mother city. A 
eecond clash here m 435 8.c, triggered the 
Peloponnesian War, in iron Sparta 
ended Athens’ (rolden Age. Here sailed) Don 
John to victory at Lepanto (page 9) Ships of 


which 





wv Venetian Rmpire coursed here, ereat mer- 
chant vallevs emblazonec! with the linn of 
St Mark 

Romans pyVeantines are 


ant) Russians: 


British; teoths, Genoese, and (enmans 
Angevines, French, Italians, Normans; Sar- 
noens, Slavs, Turks, Vandals—all mivagedl, 


congucred, of ruled Corfu: some cid all Loree 
But nome influenced it more than Venice, 
“throned an ber hondred tsles” al the head of 
the Achniatic 

so much history, so much beauty, 7 re- 
fected, as Corfu unrollerl its long creen car- 
pet rising to the gaunt mountain that béestrides 
Lhe north, Pandokrutor—the Aimight, 

l remembered Corfu in spring when it was 
ablaze with wild flowers, and even the durk, 
rnarle! olive trunks, twisted like wrestlers, 
were veiled m delicate creamy blossoms. On 
Mav Day we watched families collect flowers 
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in meadows golden with marguerites and 
marigolds, blue with bellflowers, and pink 
with violets. They wove them into wreaths 
to decorate doors, donkeys, trucks—anything 
anc everything. 

Returning ta our car after one stop, we 
found a bouquet ted to the radiator. We wore 
it proudly along the road around the buttress- 
es af Pandokrator. Masses of yellow broom 
framed caiques and ships furrowing the co- 
halt sta far below, Across the narrow strait 
stood forbidding Albania, its §,000-foot peaks 
still frozen in snow. 

Much of northwest Corfu shelters fertile 
valleys, checkerboarded with farms and 
datted with pleasant villages. In one grove 
we saw a family on their knees combing the 
lush grass with their fingers for fallen oltves, 
the last of the harvest. [ joined them. They 
gave me sacking to kneel on. It was back- 
breaking, boring work, but they made it fun 
with their joking and laughter, and we soon 
had heaped baskets. 


Haven From Pirates how o Ghost Town 


How different that friendly village from 
another we saw high on Pandokrator We 
labored up hairpin turns almast ton tight 
even for our tiny Fiat, and from the top of the 
escarpment discovered a cremm-colored town 
cradled in a lofty valley—tile roofs, archways, 
doors, windows of houses, churches, and 
taverna intact. Vine-trelliserl patios seemed 
ready for afternoon coffee—but no people 

This was Perithia. Corfiotes told us it once 
gave refuge from pirates, and that when the 
piracy ceased, most of the villagers abandoned 
their isolated valley, Now many return in 
summer to farm anel find refuge from the heat. 
But we found it a ghost town 

Riding southward that spring through ver- 
dunt rolling Beles, it was easy to see why Cor- 
fu, with its bigh rainfall, has the densest rural 
population in Greece. Nature everywhere 
showed her bounty. Framed in dark cypress, 
silvery olive, and arching blue sky, peasants 
hoed and wutered gardens, vinevards, stands 
af corm, Melon patches abouncded—green, 
round watermelons and honevdew-like vel- 
low melons, juicy and sweet. 

As we passed, waving villagers called out, 
“Be happy!” and “St. Spytidon be with vou!” 
Bovs ran alongside turning cartwheels. Little 
cirls offered us flowers, 

Streams, reedy lagoons, deserted beaches, 
grazing cows that produce the milk for much 


Homeward With Ulysses 


of Corfu's butter marked the miles to Potami. 
Its watery “street,” a long narrow inlet, was 
lined with large fishing caiques, once safe 
here from corsairs, today safe from sterm 

Now summer was nearing its end as White 
Mist motored up Corfu's east coast. In August 
the cicadas chorused, and the dusty olive 
trees drowsed in the sun. 

Ahead we picked up two great castles on 
a promontory, trademark of Corfu and one of 
the most dramatic of landfalls, The douwble- 
humped rock on which they rest, which Byz- 
antines called Korfouws, the Peaks, named 
both city and island 


Venice and Britain Flavor an Lslane 


Rounding this promontory, passing the old 
fulley port of its base, we saw a-mellow, Ve- 
nevlian-stvle city facing the sea with buff and 
ocher houses that rise five or six stories above 
a curving boulevard (pares 44-5). 

A snow-white ferry came barging by, and 
we followed her in. Down came her ramp, 
hind cars, trucks, gnc passengers «treamord 
of to join the din in George IT Square. 

After weeks abourd ship, we luxuriated in 
the comforts of the Corfu Palace Hotel. Set in 
a garden, it nestles against Venetian ramparts, 
its wine cellar in a dungeonlike passage. Our 
windows Inoked out on Garitsa Bay, framed 
by the twin forts on our left and FPaleopolis 
Peninsula, site of the ancient colony, on our 
right. Here Mon Repos, the royal villa where 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, was born, 
lifts its cupola above a beautiful park. 

Lute that afternoon we strolled wp to the 
tree-shatied Esplanarle, where at chisk Cor- 
hotes throng to take the aur. 

What's that? Cricket? A match was being 
plaved on the old purade ground! And hy 
Cortotes. The game, the ginger beer spec- 
tatora sipped, the Georgian architecture of 
the Royal Palace facing the quadrangle, all 
were legacies of the British, 

Those arcades behind ws—the Liston—are 
French, calling to mind the brief Napoleanic 
occupation of Corfu. Mathieu de Lesseps, 
father of the Suez Canal builder, was civil 
administrator at the time they were erected 
Qur crew gathered at tables there, for who- 
ever visits the island always reads the news 
and has adrink, or tea, or coffee al the Liston 
Tt took its name from the walkway where 
only noble families: were privileged lo prom- 
enade when Venice reigned. Today the Liston 
belongs to evervone. 
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We loved to walk down arcaded Nikifor- 
o¢ Theotokis Street and ite offshoot allevs, 
prowling a kaleidoscope of shops, eyeing fruit 
carts und sugared kumguats packed in little 
wicker buskets: We lifted the lids off pots bub- 
bling on restaurant ranges:to sniff, and even 
sample—as you are invited to do—before 
selecting Our suppers. 


Stonm Miraculously Saves a City 


Ever since boyhood, castles have faect- 
nated me When opportunity beckons, no hill 
is too high, no day too hot, to explore another 
fort. And. Corfu has its share. 

Crossing a bridge where the sea forms a 
mont, entered the citadel under the stony eve 
of a winged lian of Stu. Mark. The honeycomb 
of dark passages, steep stairs, lookout vaults, 
fun galleries commancing sea and city made 
the twit forts seem impregnable. 

They had to be, to withstand Suleiman the 
Marnificent in 1537. The sultan sent a fleet, 
40 stewe guns, and 5,000 men against them in 
vain, But with scimitar and torch his horse- 
men scourged the island and swept half its 
people into slavery. 

In 1716 the Oltomans came back—with 
30,000 men. The Venetians stood rendy with 
astcont complex of fortifications on the city's 
landward side From its highest battlements 
T surveved the scene as Comdr. Constantine 
Moraitinis of the Greek Navy replaved the 
battle before my ¢ves. “A great Turkish fleet 
landed the army at Gouvin Bay, up the coast 
there. Fighting south, they besiezed these 
walls for 42 davs. A furious assault breached 
the northwest bastion right below us, The 
Turks poured through it, but a desperate 
counterattack drove them out. That night a 
great thunderstorm demoralized the Turks, 
and next day they sailed away.” 

A prateful Venetian Senate raised a statue 
on Corfu to their heroic commander. Tart- 
fully, they wiso presented o splendid <ilver 
lamp toi. Spyridon. 

Four times each year, in magnificent pro- 
cession, Corfates—many of them named 
Spyros—thank their patron saint for miracu- 
lous interventions to save their city: from two 
plagues, a fomine, and Ottoman invasion. 

One invasion of Corfu Ll saw with my own 
eves. But it was @ joveus:one; the US. Sixth 
Fleet was in, and prices soared in George I 
Square (openhanded hospitality and tiht- 
fisted business coexist untroubled in the 
Greek soul). Sailors shook sea legs by piloting 


Homewurd With Ulysses 


snorting scooters over cliff-hung roads. Some 
af them buzzer across the island to see the 
famous Paleokastritsa coast, perhaps the most 
beautiful scenery tn all Greece: 

We climbed that cragey coast to Lakones, 
whose house terraces look 800 feet down to 
picture-puzzle bays where midget boats scurry 
like water buws across shallow green ane un- 
fathomable blue. While the sun set in the 
empty lonian, we savored Corfu's delectable 
wild strawberries at on eogle's-aerie cofe. 

A chill wind made Ed shiver in short 
sleeves. “Perhaps vou will enjoy the sunset 
better in this,” our waiter said as, unbidden, 
he brought one of his white coats 

This was Ulvsses country; sailing here in 
White Mistin the languorous last days of sum- 
mer, we found the coasteven more. spectacu- 
lar from seaward. We poked into half-moon 
coves that hid <ondy nooks at the bases of 
cliffs. At Ermones Hay, searrer] with new 
resorts under construction, we saw rocky 
basins throveh which, in the rainy season, the 
tiver Enmones cascades to the sea 


Sea-battered Ulvases Awakes to Laughter 


It was here, scholars suggest, that the 
Phaeacian princess Nausicaa and her maie- 
chs came to wash clothes, and spread them to 
dry while they played a game of ball, Anal 
where Ulysses, swept by “the current and the 
tearing winds,” had crawled ashore, ertisted 
with brine, and slept under a sheltering olive, 
to be pwakened by girlish squeals 

Nausicaa took Ulvsses to the roval palace, 
where ber father the king generously pro- 
vided him with a ship for the last lee of his 
journey home to Ithaca. He got there cafely— 
but what of the Phaeucians who took him? 

From the pleasant heihts of Kanoni | 
looked out beyond the ancient harbor to a 
bout-shaperd island fretted with evpresses, in 
which imagination perceives husky oarsmen, 
mast, and sail “The Phacacians’ ship turned 
to stone.” any Corfiote will tell vou, “Posei- 
don's revenge for taking Ulysses safely home,” 

(rusts began to ruffle the water, tug at my 
clothing, pummel me about the heal Hes- 
tening back tw our mooring, | found White 
Mist jumping and rolling in a fresh northerly. 
We had two big anchors out. Still, they night 
drag, smashing us against the quay, I'd seen 
harbors where gales had wreckecl hundreds 
of sailing ships right at the docks, trapped, 
without room to claw oul. 

(Comntinwed on page 30) 
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duoners aoler a Fine see. 


But White Atta heel her diesel As the 
wine freshener! we cle rend it Wis Cink 
ret out of there 

Winds now 50) knots fune combers ove 
the breakwaters. [he chop wis terthble 
waves bouncing between seawall anel 
moles, the ship plunging her bows and 
smothered in spray. If our engine quit, 
wed be in trouble. It tock half an hour to 
inch Gut of the harber in the teeth of thai 
blow, the enmqine eum Tull speed. We 
headed for laouvia s protected harbor four 


oiiles Lo the northwest 
Posucidon Poses a Final Threal 


Then | neticed the engine overheating 
uncer the prolonged strain: a gusket had 
blown. | slowed her =o 93 not to buh oy! 
the tliesel As stereo waves pounced us ound 
spomMe lonmMed into the COCK sMT, ] remeni 
bered how Posewion “stirred up am wn 
speakable sea" ugainst Ulwsses, wrecking 
him with & “stennblast of battering winck 

wo lichts mark Gouvin's shoul-flunked 
PNLaANne i Tee ath wie figicle it pust Deore 
dark. Wer ran upchannel, mace our tum 
ane i nine 1 ric the suicides tran ruil ltt, mi a 
haven shielded by inl and nneed ati 
with coolly trees, Here in calm witers we 
sept wi hible thw storm blew itself a) a 

Day broke clear, suffusinge this lovyel 
harbor with bahtcthat magical Greek 
Wht that makes the landscape rachan| 
ancl illmmines the minck | rejrced tn the 
homecoming of LU! a Ariel Hereeverl 
thot in a Ssenee JI. too, had came hom 
fhowed | cid net reach the Toninns until 

had explored the world's far lands and 
endured many af life's tempests, | hie 
alwiavs: cCorried the istes of Lilveses in om 
mine And the long journey hacl been rich 


in newlou he] friericl in @&x perience 


But Ulvsses hed one more hurdle. A 
lalariel “eT il uct hore viel thi at MmwWst Fo 
indun aroon anoulder, until be came to 

piice where men, kKnewine nothing of 


hips ancl the sea, mistook iter a winhow- 
ing fan. There he must plant it ane rence: 
cacrilices to Posendon. Cmnly then coulel hi 
return Hane to serenit 

| t] ree ms [Hct arith is ef dot mi | ok: 
efor, Hut should vou chance | mcet mie 
with oan oar over my shoulder, Ul net 
be planting i anion Vl be teturnineg 
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In Iceland's fourteenth volcanic eruption 
of this century, a mountain is born, and 


A Village Fights for ItS Lite 


By NOEL GROV! 
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unlashing from some subterranean caldron, 
~ Such outbursts are well-known in Iceland, 
for bere, near the tap of the globe, they have 
occurred 14 times since 1K), The isiand 
nation sits astride a notoriously weak zone in 
the earth’s crust known as the Mid- Atluntic 
Rift. On January 24 pressure from tens of 
miles deep in the earth had once agai pushed 
through the rift to pile tons of molten rock on 
the surface and forever alter the planet's face.” 

Noone saw the soil open, as skin parts be- 
fore the surgeon's knife, Hjalmar Gudnason, 
who relavs radio communications from the 
fishing feet to processing plants on the is- 
land. may have -becn the first to spy the fire 


and red-hot magma: Strolling with a friend 


after a night shift, he saw flames leap from 
the ground about a quarter of a mile ahead. 

“At first [thought a house wasburning.” he 
told me. “But then 1 saw that it was bevond 
the ede of town, and twas throwing sparks. 
Ll knew then it was an eruption.” 


Islanders Face Threat With Calm 


Froren with astonishment, the two men 
watched the single burst grow to 4 solid wall 
ef flame that disappeared behind the ancient 
cone of the volcano Heleafell, silent for some 
5,000 years, Turning, they raced home to 
awaken their families and others and send 
them to the safety of the mainland. 


Some ishuiders were reluctant to leave. No: 


strangers to volcanism, thev bar held a ring- 
side seat at the birth of the island of Surtsey, 
12 miles to the southwest. There the sea first 
boiled on November 14, 1063, a4 the ocean 
floor split. The clouds of steam could be seen 
from Heimaty, and southwest winds laid a 
quurter of an inch of ash on the rooftops 
at Vestmannaeyjar. Many townspeople felt 
they could now weather their own eruption. 

Most of them, however, crowded willingly 
abourcl boats, wirplanes, and helicopters as 


the fissure rowréed long its full length. Later: 


it would narrow to a crater with three foun- 
tains that raised the mountain of lava and 
ash where once there hac been a plain, 

Sot a single human injury was reported 
during the evacuation, not a trace of panic 
was seen. The only known casualty on the 
island was one of the tough little Icelandic 
ponies that ran, confused by terror, into a 

*See “This Changing Earth, by Same W Matthews, 
NATION AL Coa APHIE, Jitttuary lars 

PSurtsey: Llane Born of Fire,” was Heserited by Ice 


lamhc coologist Sigurdur Tharirinssn | bey dhe May, at 
NATIONAL Gear 


50) 


stream of lava. Found wheeling in crazed cir- 
clés, half blind and badly scorched, it was 
mercifully shot by a local fireman. Evacua- 
lien was completed within six hours after the 
eruption began, leaving only a handful of 
town officials and technicians maintaining 
life in the deserted streets and vacant houses, 

“Tve been involved with disaster work for 
25 vears, are! these are some of the calmest, 
most collected people I've everseen in wcrsis,” 
[ was told by Californian Will H. Perry, Jr, a 
tisaster consultant to the United Nations. 
“There was never any doubt in the minds of 
the evacuees that they would have o place to 
Stay; Ieelanders take care of their own,” 

I heard many explanations for the calm 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Clouded sky, cloudy future: Hillowing 
pillar towers over the deland, sometimes 
reaching 36,000 feet, Black smoke and ash 
from the volcane mix with steam ps boil: 
ing liva meets the sea Former by RKirk- 
jufell’s magma, stil-erawing extensidns of 
lane! on the litthe island easter shore (map, 
above) could eventually cut off or completr- 
lv All the horkor thal Vestry yar mist 
have to survive. 





National Geoyraphic, duly 1973 
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that prevailed on Heimaey, ancl for the stoi- 
cam with which townspeople regarded the 
devastation. “There would have been some 
panic had they not been familiar with Surt- 
sey,” pomaniander told me. “There was no 
time to be afraid,” said an islander who had 
joined the tight 

Yet | found the explanations tio simple to 
account for the consummate cool of those 
who live aver one of earth's hottest spots. 

In novelist Thor Vilhjalmsson, one of Ice- 
land's leading men of letters, [ found the 
words that clarified the qualities of these 
northmen Like the hundreds of carpenters, 
factory workers, and mainland laborers of oll 
description, Thor had come to Vestmarnn- 
aevjar to help salvage household goods and 
scoop house-crushing ash from rooltops. 

“T think the Vikings who settled Iceland 
were lucky to capture Irish princesses anc 
bring them to their new country,” he satel. 
*The lish gave the Icelanders a poetic quality 
they might not have had otherwise.” 

lt was that poctic quality, | decided, that 
gave the Westmann Islander his fierce love 
for his tine homeland ane his faith in it. The 
warrior blood af Vikings may have bred that 
icy calm with which be faced fire and leit his 
home to board-a rescur craft, but it was-the 
podt inside that made him vow to return, 


Ash and Lava Missiles Decimate Homes 


By the time | arrived on Heimaey, 112 
homes had been destroved or badly damaged, 
About a filth were ignited by the lava bombs. 
Others collapsed after ash piled up on the 
roofs, then grew sodden in the frequent rains, 
The black-robed houses, bulldozed street 
paths, and ebony dunes seemed a film-nego- 
live: view of a snow-covered Alpine village, 
with black and white reversed. 

Awash in that deadly expanse were tidy 
Moittages and modern ramblers, for the West- 
monn Islanders enjoy o standard of living 
higher than the average mainlander’s For 
decades; harvests of herring and cod have 
sent fleets of more than 745 fishing boats out of 
the harbor, to return with almost a sixth of 
lecland'’s total catch, Related industries such 
us nclmaking and boat repair and the cleon- 
ing, salting, and filleting of the catch rounded 
out a LArivIng- economic community, 

That financial solvency, the isolation by 
sea, antl a colorful history have inspired a 
strong local allegiance, “We are Westmann 
Iskinders first and le¢landers secon,” | heard 
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from more than one Vestmannaey jar resident 

Now hundreds waited in restive safety on 
the mainland, eves clued for hours to a fixed, 
round-the-clock televised view of their village 
und its new, seething mountain. Severn! davs 
after leaving the island, | visited a two-story 
house shared by 17 refugees on the outskirts 
of Revkjavik. As children seampered under- 
foot and a knot of adults bent in silence over 
i chess game, a nhetmaker stared atthe strange 
new profile of his islancd.on a television set. 

“Whydo you watch? What do you look for, 
sinte the picture is always the same?" | asked 
through an interpreter, Although English is 
compulsory in the schools, many Icelanders 
spenk it haltingly: Their Old Norse fell softly 
melodic on my ear, less guttural than German, 
but somewhat like German «poken with an 
Trish brogue. | failed embarrassingly at pro- 
nouncing all but afew elementary worrls, such 
as the simple and beautiful farewell, bless. 

“We watch to see whether the ash is falling 
on the town or out to sea," said the netmaker, 
Both of us looked back at the screen, where 
the volcanos ominous plume stretched di- 
rectly above Vestmannueyjar, deepening its 
shroud of scoria. Once-cheerful cottages, some 
ornamented with gingerbread trim, peeked 
mournfully from the morass. The place 
seemed! bartly habitable. 

“Will wou teturn te live on the island?" 

“We will go buick, 1 spon us possible” 

The thought of losing their homeland was 
far more wrenching to islanders J encoun- 
tered than the fact of having personal prap- 
erty burned or buried. 

“Tt’s not so bad losing houses,” | had been 
toll back on Vestmannacyjar by Hijalmer 
Gudnason, first to see the é¢ruption “But 
having to lenve:the island," he added, as he 
reachect aut, closed his fist, and vanked up- 
ward, “is ike being pulled out by the roots,” 

‘Thitoweh those tools seemerl to flow awisi- 
ble strength. It rung in the voites of residents 
whose irrepressible sons mesouncled through 
the Hetmaey house. where photographer 
Emory Kristof and | stayed. Singing was-un 
inevitable part of nighttime camaraderie on 
the island, as we chewed on dried hadrock 
and sipped freantvin, a breathtoking Ice- 
landic liquor known-as “black death.” 

Jarred awake by a flood of melody one 
morning at 3:15, I climbed off my mattress on 
the living-room floor anc staggered upstream 
into a torrent of song. In the kitchen soto 
dozen matinianders and Westmann Istounders. 


National Geographic, July [973 


Laughing at my sleep-pinched face, (hey backslanped 
Litifell 


a three-hour musicale, while RKirkjufel 


; 
a a ina “4 " hod t = CT ‘ = 
roarter in LWMpaAnic accompanimentoutsice the doa 


me inte 
Among the singers was telegraph operator Hjal 
mar uinason, who had oreved the day before 
ihout being pulled out by the roots. Now his face 
was alive with the lusty Icelandic ballads, and his 
boty =<waved like o tree that t rocked by storm bul 
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60 percent of our usual catch.” said Tomas Arnason, 
nomanager of Iceland's Rconamc Development Inst 
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there remains littl chance ol Mopile moving tack 
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Still the land fought back. Electrical ancl plami 
ne crews went from house lo house, restoring bes 
und drainnce so homes would not swell and crack 
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rolunteer workers rescue dlioweecholel coords from 


sting to OX) mph raked the island. closing 
tie aarstriypy to forther shitoment of suppit 

Ala ash ant snow fell toretber, pivineg 
Ves Man ' lat , Sat anit pie [3] Pr coutne 


OTL post tor the town's fatth 


inst the clements. | met the man who lent 


suc military Clann? ani nlo the fieht 


[Pcie ae 


that he wi Patton” Sveumn 
Eiriksson, fire chief at the Kefl airoort 
had tntencded to visit Hetmas oF on ifew 

hours alter the eruntia! ffer odattional 
equipment nod fre-lghting advice. Insteud 
he fPoune himselt let Of UVEPeE ODETATION 
re anizine Wires Toenters OTe: ou 
PES aT h welzht dred to beoered 1 
National Gecuregni Fale TQ 


Te, rid loueertel hig 





Soccer stars picture still decorates a liberated door 


rai | 
beeveril 


— ! 4 n , ag I 1 z ] 
vf hes he ha He Lah Lie § Lf MUL CHT vith i oil TLiLkt 
| last saw him utter fit riet vwieat hae ey rustling through dry gras 
— , — nitan Ry measurin laa lame 
Lae ih 4! I pri 1 1 a Lt | ] 7 Ji fe a. | it Pe LE Lode ‘ee LT lt hi | 
i PPI Ver LZEPue line ci fil 1 UNLeer Lio: 1 nf Be asd OMmewl il the i Ler Lh ol 
Eh. rl rn | | i i t 
li Toy iad [ie I A ies! I Fi] - bh ait] fl | ee ey al WW reno? ned 
wE \ 4 i } 1 oy iy _ i fi I Fl | | Ve f Lire | i fa i 
i er] 1 Lc ee Lo La ii ee Lilli { LEP ett t {"'- oe ee A | LELie nay E boii tl pit LI i i AL 
1 1 ] i f a aca ] T ct mil | it f ; t a } 
cA Wich Ho eI Gerermninaon to perp LiMo VOLE OY lL bo @Pue Meat 
Lehi ii | il [to ree Pont if Re Uris 7) oe | rt | 
I cr la mild th _ | is ' umf Le + ee iri T oe » Het Laver’ 
bbs’ a Lil fal eh i LETT COMEINUE [OF Lore Fills ti I iI Pe Chon I 
i! ] COMME seer tty Mmeawet | ensier that ike 
j 
(Pia | (ni hie fy ri ii] 1 ti Lf 4, Se eA Pil) Wrestle wet | iii@ = ri 
river of lava, where Lr. Sigurdur Thérarin about the wiv Maem come the surtmca 
a f ' L.! , = 2 | ie | . = & 
Fd rT Tires Perio ri ate Le re CRE! LUEETSE a ae ee | ill the cepihi ot rts LET! i 
- | | ; q a — ; = L j ; = as 
SLErin Lae Wow | We Fi nove wt A Ly le = OPE OE i. LAY Ee Ler Je Peal Mmihnten Tie ki 
| ‘| 1a | | I : 1 GF | an 7 i f i| lit aa | “a 7 i i " | Fa raved 
{tae if i Hhé e Le 1 tobbicai Tee 7 Gt eas Ll ten Te eT HE THOTT Le pal 
i] 4 r 5 A L 
Li ii iffy sot k | beg ire i | ee iJ dot ii 

































Battling against the bulge, firemen pray 
a cindéry wall of lava if an attempl to stop 
its mivance (left 
continuing chacharce jrushes the steaming 


ln heap towand the town mite tartar Hy 


Pressure trom the oome’s 


cumiing the front—molten beneath its ci- 


dery surface crimt—satrilictists created o 
hardened dam that-slowed and =oimetines 
sloped its progress. But as fire Aghters con- 
centrated on tht beading edee of the wall, 
another portion biroky loose near the come 
and lawe poured directly inte the town lo 
combat the mew invasion, multiole bheses 
(below) fed by dredging boat= pnd extra 


[POMP spewed foe 2 A) bons af water an 
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‘but the ultimate source could be thirty to 
forty miles down.” 

Whatever triggers lreland's frequent erup 
tions, the effect remains awesome. Like a moth 
drawn to flame, i vearnid to look clirectit 
into the exhaust of thic pyrotechnic specta 
ular. The cont had formed inte «a horseshor— 
sleep sloped on three aivkes but open on the 
fourth, where the lava extruded. Surely, | 
concluded, one could climt to the low sick 
nnd look aver the iin 

Lured one mht by the eruption’s brilliant 
[ ascended 
the cone’s lowest corner, buoved by 90 mph 

Fallenut 
from me. Suciden|ly Rirkjufell shook 
a phlegmatic cough, and a barrel-dize 
fountain ned 


Coloration against the black sky, 


cusis: thar pushed the voltanos 
Awa 
with 

chonk disengaged from the 
vaulted directiv into the wind 
| follower) It orc, ke @ Toot 
ball Maver felding an unwanted punt. When 


thi Lrajectory WA [5 
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dangerously well-estah 
lished, | began a frantic retreal, scrambling 
across loose <coria En the alow-motion flicht 
of bacl creams: The bright ork. overcome al 
the wind, lancked with a sickening 
thud §0 feet short of me 
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Wary botroders Take New Approach 


Obviously the slope put one in dangerous 
proximits to the blasts: The only other clear 
wew of the cischurge would be from the 
vaollew itself, 
horseshoe at eve level with the vent 
into the valley, Pall Stein- 
Cristy, film cameramun Ernst 
Kettler, photographer Kristof, and | worked 
our wav closer to the cone. Lava lew had all 
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but ceased for the moment, ancl a coolecl crust 
if basaltic blocks ranging m size from as small 
as wolf balls to 4s large ws howses littered the 
floor. Between the smaller rocks be 
neath our feet. the underlaver of stili-hot lawa 
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clawed orange, We were walking on some of 
the newest land on earth, freshly delivered 
aiid barely codahed 

suriace, we finally 
unobstructed view 
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coined an linia the raw 
throat of the voleano, racked with deafening 
explosions less than a hundred and filtv vardds 
Way 
avainto hundreds of nugerts that were hurled 
upwartl a thousand feet. Some would clear 
the back rim of the cone and roll down its 
nlunk near but most fell 
back inte the crater to clog the vent. Pressure 
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Collapsing Cone Spills Lava Into Town 
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Smoldenng tide hits the northeast 
corner of town (below) Lis ciiv ti byes ued 
lic large waterfront fish factories. Steam 
hillows of from the leading ede os 
hoses continue to-spray the front 
Narrowing the vital channel, tongues 
of lava reach for the cliff on the other 
side of the harbor entrance tright). One 


Miancder eyed the land @xtension mnt 


observer. “Tf rt q0ps now, we wlll bawe 


a better port.” Eternally optimistic, vil 
lagers mide olans for wh removal even 


ns purts of their tivwn continued to dis 
ajcet. Aware that the howe-burving 
lava field cannot be moved, Mavor Miag- 
nis Magnusson shrigee| ane sail, “We 
will wait until it cool and then build 
more houses on toy ol i 
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ubas Exiles 
ning New Life 
to Miami 


By EDWARD J. LINEHAN 
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Ready for a new life, a Cuban 
refugee steps jubjlantly from a 
Chartered “freedom-flighe" plane in 
Miami Hands ef welcome reach cut 
i erie t hue newromer, one of some 
OO Culwins te find haven on 
United States soil since Fidel Castro 
eum power in 1959, About half 
af them have settled in and aroun 
Miami—hardly more than a sigh 
nway from their beloved island across 
the 9O-mile-wide Straits of Florida. 


is 


TIS SOT YET THE TIME FOR TEARS 
The end of the old fife lies only 45 minutes 
behind them, at Varadero aitport in Cuba 
The emotion of this moment is delaved, 

dammed up ivamst a wall of bewildetment 
lod apprehension. 

This lot is.oled, in their sixties and seventies, 
and some will need the wheelchairs waiting 
at the foot of the ramp, Dressed in dark, 
threndbare Sunday best, they blink in. the 
strong: Florida sun ane file out of the char- 
tered airliner Slowly, cuorefully, very quietly 
One gaunt gray-haired woman breaks, and 
sinks to her knees on the concrete apron at 
Miami International Airport. She crosses her- 
Self und cries, “Gracias a Dios!” Others load 
her gently toa waiting bus: It is not yet the 
tite for the tears. 

Half an hour later they sit patiently on 
metal chairs inside a dowdy old building in a 
distant corner of the vast airport. An official 
of the Cuban Refugee Program of the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare steps forward to tell them of the customs, 
immigration, pubhe health, ancdrefuree regis- 
tration formalities awaiting them, 

“on dencion, por favor,” he savs, and pro- 
ceeds in Spanish: “want first to wish you the 
most cordial welcome in the name of the 
people and the President of the United! States.” 
He pauses. He always has to pause here. 

Shouts of “;Gracias!" drown him out; ap- 
plouse spuitters and laughter swells through 
the litth room. A woman in the first row 
rushes forward and embraces him impulsive- 
ly. The dam hat broken, and 88 Cuban re- 
uigees realize at last that they have touched 
freedom. 

Now it is time for the tears 

Except fora throng of relatives andl friends 
Wilting to greet them at nearby Freecom 
House—a dormitory-like way stution main- 
tained) by the Cuban Refugee Program for 
incoming exiles—Miami paid littl notice to 
the arrival of 88 more Cubans: They hove 
been streaming inte Floridasince 1959, when 
Fidel Castro led a bane! of guerrillas into Ha- 
Vane and set op a kind of government Cuba 
had never seen in all its turbulent history 

Cuba's exiles, in turn, hove left their in- 
delible mark on Miami. Over the past dozen 
years they have boosted its economy, spiced 
ite culture, anid established an enclave of 
several hundrecl blocks so thoroughly Cuban 
that no one would think of calling it anything 
but “Litt Havana” 
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Little Fipvane,” Miamt'’s Cuban enclave 
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wealthy ones, poor ones, bul mostly average, 
middle-class people who found life tntoler- 
able under Communism, They were friendly, 
courteous, and voluble, anc in their Spanish 
Enelieh speech I was struck most by reprated 
phrases that stemmed to echo pnother era of 
American life—still uttered with almost 
Ferocious since;rits 


“Hard work, enthusiasm... 
and giving $1.25 for 
every dollar you earn.” 


In his paneled offwe, the president of the 
Fidelity National Bank of Sauth Miami, 
Carlos |. Arboleva, expounded on the theme. 

“T was chief auditor of Cubn’s largest bank 
when (laste nationalized the banks in Ccto 
ber 19H0. | resienecd the same clay. |] believed 
boa strongly im fried 








om and democracy snd 
the free-enterprise «vstem: TF definitely could 
nat work fora Communist regime.” A’stocky. 
winorous man in his mid-forties, be chopped 
the wir with his hant-as he spoke 





Square knots and square deals. Hunk 
nrestdent Carlos: Arboleya teaches kot 
tying and a philosophy of herd work: ane 
fair dealing to a local Bow Scout troop. A 
Havana banker i pre-Castro days, Ar 
hdleva fed Cuba in 1960 Sturting anew in 
Miami as o S45.pewerek factory clerk, he 


has reciinbed the lacider of success 


Latin chic of old Havana meshes with 
Lit Werss-civie showmanship af the 
Flamenco Supper-Club. Former Havana 
nightclih operators. run this posh Afi 
righ: spot. Wiiters and wuitresaes become 
performers Ileft) during a spectacular 
Air = hor 


“| specialize in Jong hair,” save lonsorial 
artist Louis Hernander, whe learned the 
trade mn Cuba ane new welds scissors and 
comb at his supermod (Circle Nben’s Hair 
Stviing in Coral Gables 
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He arrived in Mini with hie wile ane what pi ott. You know One come in on 
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“TL chicka t Kniw o thing elk =hopes hen | You re atte pnd <ayve: ‘Look— ve saved uy 
ctarted,” he reminsced, “but when the bell S10,000 of $15,000. 1 want to deposit it it 
rang at quilting time and evervboody dashed vour bank and vou to help me find o busin 
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dent und comptroller of the compan. Vou Tre ao net. 


in 1962 he took «cul in salary to retiim to Hehind a un storefront on Wet Flagler 
his first love, banking, In L968 he becany Street, | heard those words spoken hy Jose 
president of Fidelity National Hank, a U.S Circo Poacron, whe. with his father-in-law 


(en, 2 one Lhe most inspiring success Vicente Matilla. owns the firm of Padron 

stores in Miami"s Cuban community Cigars Both had been tobacco growers In 
Lhere 4 no question that the Cuban colors Western Cubs 
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Salute to the past A member of the 
Lauber mmlitiry in pre-Castro days 
to attention as be reminesces about his 
army cafeer. He works in West VWiami on o 
Cubana ned lam whose crops—_Acnioio 


S Phai [es 


An MawAci—are Potatolike staples at 


Cuban cunking 


Arteof the hord-rolled eivor has not been 
Cubana. (ratte: 


last among: Atiamt's Lubansd. tradters 


fnuer (below wld) the wrapper te sche 
“the shop of Jose Oriande Padron. Teton 
ro iat ine 


Ee paces Whe Growin Nicwe 


FOruUL From seeda amu) qut of Cuba 





ance the 1964 embaree on 
Their secret is twofolck to- 
bacco grown in Nicdracun from Cuban seed. 


in this counter 


Cuban products 
in crattsmanshin af 


ancl the enormous oride 


retumee € tihecn 


Mir. Pacdsron, a seriotis 


Clear mukers 

Ure -iWwerl Than 
in Miami via. Spain and New 
of exocus from Cuba 
he washed dishes and] worked ma 
nd wordener 
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Many vars,” 4agicl Ade 


sure, unintentional, mar “at gets 
oir. Piacdron 
shop, built worktables, 
anf in 1965 opened his cigar factor 

“Then 1 joined him with my wife and 
daughter, sail Mr. Mi Tt was vers 
dithcult for ws at the beginning, hat all of ws 
were Working hore, pushing that cort to make 


fate sour be: it, Inte Vou bileecor|, 


Se ripe, nse Lhe 
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"Took al his hands.” Mr. Matilla sauh “Fin 
a pianist!” Indeed, the erav-halrec 
virtuoso before me deftly trimmed 


esky heal with a touch that seemed aime 


wre like 
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eTow into a mine-in¢h-long Greante, swardled 
in a dark madwro wrapper. Finally it nestled 
with two dozen others in a fraerant ¢elar 
box. They would retail for 540 

‘Tn Couba, 


wiser to serve 


Padran, "a cigar maker 
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sweeping floors, learming evervthing about 
tobacco. You watch these people—when they 
finish making a cigar they look at it, turn it, 
see if it is right or not You have to take pride 
in the job you're doing.” 

Mr. Matila nodded gravely and added: 
“Whe vou come here and you are looking 
only at the clock, believe me, you don't #o far. 
But | have great faith in the United States. 
There are millions here who are working 
hard. No matter if some are in the streets cry- 
ing, or Chrowing stones.” 

IT walked out onto Weet Flagler Street, put- 
jing o fine Pacron Presidente Reflectively. 

West Flagler Street is one of two matin busi- 
ness artenes of Litth Havana (pages 70-71) 
The other is Southwest Sth Street—Calle 
Ocho to Cubans, the Tamiami Trail to Amer- 
ican tourists. Around them spread block upon 
block of bungalows—many oli but tidv— 
and modest opartments. Occasionally one 
sees a tovlike religious shrine prously em- 
placeclon a postage-siamp lawn, but litthe else 
distinguishes this overwhelmingly Cuban 
residential district from any other low- to 
middle-income area of Miami. 

A dozen years ago, Southwest Sth Street 
was a hardened artery, Many stores stood 
vacant, boarded up. Attracted by low tentals, 
Cuban refugees moved into the surrounding 
neighborhood and revitalized the business 
cistrict. “Today Litth Havana still serves-as a 
sort of staging area for refugees until they can 
afford to move on to Hialeah, Coral Gables, 
Westchester, of other suburbs, to blend inte 
the greater Miami community. 

I often strolled Culle Ocho, absorbing its 
sounds anrl sights und promas. Here Spanish 
is all-pervasive; amid hundreds of snatches 
ab conversation you will not beara word of 
English, 

“CHeamte ... 
Erippihng bis compunian’s arm, “Listen .. . 
And “Pigame..." his friend replies, ‘Tell 
me...” The rest is drownec by the whoosh 
of trafic and a horn blowing with Latin 
abandon, Racios blare Cuban tempos from 
WFAB—/ Ja Fabulosa!—ortoday’s anguished 
instiilment of a Spanish soap opera tram 
compeling WOBA— Sa Cabanisima! 


" save nm businessman briskly, 


rr 


Block alter block, the street is lined with 
Cuban. shops—farmacias, panaderias, mwe- 
Dlerias, ferreterias—selling patent medicines, 
baked onacts, furniture. hardware. In open- 
fronted foedevas, grocery shoppers browse 
umong heaps of pldtanes (plantains), papaya, 
and root Vegetables like bontate, malange, 
and swe. 

Dorens of cafeteria’ invite the stroller to 
pause fora cup of coffee and a “sandwich 
Cubane’—ham, cheese, and pork tucked 
inte a slender crusty loaf, Calle Ocho's res- 
taurants serve such standard Cuban fare as 
ares con pollo (chicken aru! rice), rope vieza 
(shredded beef, literally, “old clothes"), and 
the ubiquitous merce y cistianos, the Cu- 
ban's whimsical name for black beans and 
white rice. 

At Viecava, founded by a refugee and 
now one of Miami's most popular restaiu- 
rants, | dined on a fine suffron-tinged paella, 
amv asked for: the owner, se 1 could compli- 
mene bin, 

“There i ho longer one owner, senor,” the 
Waiter told me with a touch of pride. “This is 
now f corporation!” 

1 admired the murals on Viscava'’s walls: 
Basque village scenes, ond white-clad jai- 
ala players, The artist, |} learnecl, lived nearby 
And from him, in turn, T learned something 
more of the Cuban's mature. 


“One must have faith 


in God, above all.” 

AL 46, Teok Carrasco hae hair the hue of 
Toledo stecl and the patrician features one 
secs in oll Spanish portraits (next page) He 
should be wearing a starched ruff about his 
throwt, | thought, anc a slencter sword at his 
side, instead of a simple sport-shirt, Yet he 
was barn in Cuba. Asia boy be taught him- 
ee lf to draw with cravons on wrapping paper, 
Totlay many people regard Teok as one of the 
world's leading muralists: 

“Wi cara es saya—my house is-vours,” he 
suid tn the time-honored phrase of welcome, 
ant) choved a canvas of the couch. His paint- 
ings covered the apartment walls, and dogens 
luv stacked on the Boor. 

“T have just become an American citizen,” 


Sunmchry afternacn Waittors turn an empty lot on Southwest Sth Street into a verbal 
battleground, where friendly domine game: can lead to heated politica squabbles A 
frequent subject! the latest doings of Alpha 66, a Miomi-bosed exile group whose claimed 
acts of sabotage in Cuba embarrass Washington as much as they infuriate Havana. 


Cuba'y Exiles Bring Mew Life to Miami 


hie sail, und showed me a letter of thanks from 
Presicent Nixon for a painting of Abraham 
Lincoln he hacl sent to the White House. Ane 
he spoke of times in Havana when he re- 
fought the Spanish Civil War with Ernest 
Hemingway, mapping old skirmishes on 
scraps of paperat the Florictita café. He hael 
fought for principle in Spain—he showed me 
his legs, terribly scarred$—sn how could he 
ahide fife uncer Castro? 

Teok’s paintings have hungin half a dozen 
of the world's capitals: They acorn the Pan 
Amencan Hank of Miami and the Pan Ameri- 
can Hospital. Rut we went to the site of what 
Wil] be his crowning achievement 

‘Are vou a religious man? | am,” he said 
“T think one must have faith in God, above 
all,” Beside creen Biscayne Bay, we pulled up 
to the foundation of the Shrine of La Virgen 
ce la Carica del Cobre, the patronmess of Cu 
ba. a $470,000 edifice being built by contri- 
butions of exiles tn Mims 

The artist descnbed how the shrine'’s hex- 
agonal walls—svmbohe of his homelanel’s six 
provinces-—would soar too pinnacle. [ts altar, 
naturally, will face over the sen toward Cubi. 
And inside he will cover the walls with a pan- 
oply af man—he good and evil, peace and 
Wir, man's conquest of the moon, wane his sur- 
render to the earth “This & what T was born 
to do,” he sated 

Later he showed me holffnished murals he 
Ws POI In a restaurant on Calle Ocho, 
depicting the lite of Don Quixote. As 1 sur- 
vweved the sepia sketche< of that faunt, in 
comitable crusader on a bony horse, i struck 
me that Teok Carrasco, loo, carries a lance. 
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“Ll think vou tke Don Ouivsote,” | observed 
“lan Deon Quixote,” he replied, with only 
the faintest of emile« 


“You got to have 


respect for the law.” 

About a third of the people of the City of 
Nigam are Cuban. “In theory they should 
produce about a third of our crane,” Miami 
Police Chief Gernard L. Garmire told me 
“Wel they account for ony |) to LP percent of 
criminal arrests. Much of the crime in Little 
Havana i committed by outsiders who come 
in and victimize the Cubans” 

Some Miamians take a dim view of Cubans’ 
driving habits |, too, noted afew whe seemed 
to accept a stop sian more as a challence than 
a directive, But the exiles have committed 
only one notable breach of the peace 

When the Soviel oceanographic research 
chip Akadentiy Anrefaloev pul into Minami 
for a four-day visit in March 1972, was 
more than the ardently anti-Communist 
Cubans could bear In impromptu alliance 
with members of the Jewish Defense League, 
they picketed the weséel, und minor scutting 
broke out between demonstrators and police 

Later, attacks were launched by sea and 
air, A floating explosive device, apparently 
intended to dnft toward the vessel with the 
tide, blew up harmlessly hali o mile away 
And someone in a low-fiving plane dropped 
a cluster of (Cuban fags. along with o can of 
green paint They missed by 4) feet 

One afternoon, inside a white air-condi- 
ianed patrol car, | rode dawn Calle Ocho 
with Officer Robert Rovers Vee. Between 


His idel: the man of La Mancha, Cuban 
urtic! Teok Carrasco (left) poses in ble 
Aliarml studies besile a recent piiriting of 
Don Quixote. Accustomed tke most exiles 
to pousting wilh ihe windmills of destiny 
Carrasc finds uw special relevance th the 
adventures of Cervantes’ hero, 


Foot tends the tiller, hands manage the 
line af Antonio Liorens fishes for smapipiet 
off Key Hiecavne. [nured to a diawn-to- 
Husk workday, be rarely takes tome for 
lirik “Ms car is amv fowl)” be grins. In 
the post decade thousands of small crafi 
tke his carried their owner to a thew Life 
in the United States 
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fee—strong, black, 1 
cCoOen— rane HACK. lind 


ie Sob and the owner exchanged plen 


customer areuece with the owner 


in fapic-hre Spanish: He owed her two 
T 
ars, | fathered, Gut fad only i twent 


hil 


1 
She could not change tt 


and [ll come back lates 


ne was .eter 
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she said resolutely. “Keep the twenty 





When vou come back later, then you pay me 
the two dollars.” 

“No, he replied. “Fou keep i and...” 

We left before the dispute was settled. 

“Look there.” Bob said. At an intersection 
ohead @ stalled car with Pennsylvania tags 
was blocking trafic. As we watched, another 
driver jrilied alongside 1. “Bet vou any- 
thing the gov who's helping i a Cuban.” 

He wos right The Samuritan took no mare 
Liat 2 minute to link the batteries with o 
pair of jamper cables and send the stalled 
motorist un his wat. His-own cur bore the 
humper sticker one sees evervwhere in Little 
Havana: “Volveremor:r—We «shall retwmn,” 

“Like 7 said, theyll eo out of their way to 
help vou,” Bob continued “But on the other 
hand they won't tolerate abuse, from police 
or anvone else. Cubans are too conscious of 
their rights 23 human beings. After all, that's 
why they're here.’ 

He dropped me off at the parking lot where 
[ had left my car, “A couple of weeks ago I 
picked up a Cuban kicl jovriding in a stolen 
cor,” he sank “I broweht him in and called 
his father to come and get him, Believe it or 
not, the old man cried Said he'd rather be 
dead than see his kid stincing there, arrested, 
bringing such shame on the family.” 

“To us, the family 
means everything,” 

The only time Dcould meet Seftor defonsn 
Alsina, hts wife, and all their children together 
was late at might in their renter) ranch-type 
home near the ole Tropical Park. Racetrack 
Five of the six children attend school, and 
three of them hold jobs as well. Mr. Afsina ts 
isuilly out durme the day looking for work, 
but he is hampered by poor health and—every 
refugees bigest problenm—ihe lange Laur 
ner. In Havana, be told me, he hal owned 
a small, meat-packing plant, expropriated by 
the government. 

“When we left Cuba three vere ago,” he 
saiti in a voice chronically hoarse, “according 
lo Castro we were sit pafria—we had last 
our Country. But you cannot lose the coun- 
try in-vour heart. You gave us a welcome tnd 
no chance te rebuild our lives: Aftera, ctenta 
amir por dos paises.” he added with a smile 
“Now | feel love for two countries: LEs ts 
eroblema!” 

At 1) pom, his eldest daughter, 22-vear-old 
Aida, came home from her chemistry clases 


4 


at Florida International University. Days, she 


Chas Exiles Brine New Life ta Minnn 


Barefoot balladeer, high-school student 
Maria Jaiper serenades herself at. Crandon 
Park (facing page), The beach on Key Bis- 
caynhe ita popular weekend haunt for the 
vounper eeneration of Cubon exiles. Maria's 
cones dwell mostly on lowe and the dreaned- 
ol-day when her people will be able to go 
back over the water to Cubu 


Dauehter of the Cuban work ethic, Aido 
Aline (below) bolds down a part-time job 
a 2 laboratory. technician, Evenings, she 
studies chemistry of a local college, then 
rushes home to putch in with chores, Such 
hard work and self-sacrifice characterize the 
(Cuban exile family. 
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ihe famivs pet white rabbit ta relupee 
irom Atda’s laboratory) nibbled amiably at 
lenis 
my shotlice a5 she spoke 
Cri 


“Tt has not been east for us here. Rut | 


apes tt of food, or the lack of things: It was the lo 


col ih i H ince 10) Make OUT OWT lives even to 
“ve our own thoughts, Not evervbody can 
ret used to feeling ike an animal, or like a 
clave In Cuba now when they tell vou some 
thine, you cannot ok “Why? Why is that so? 

“In school there they tel] you, “Aida, vo 
con t have to jove vour family any more. All 
Cubans are now one big family. Just because 
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Scoring a slashing cool, the prelominantl 
(‘uban aacecer team of Milam Senior Bich 


bates a rival school’s varsitv. While Keep- 
Ing up an avid interest in soccer—or futbol 

Cuban youths of Litth Havana join with 
equal enthusiasm in sadiot eanves of Opin 


and (ation qeericane 


Sack rces add to the fm ai « romeria 
flawed bv Miaml Culans from Oriente Prey 
inte. Exiles fram each of Cuba's sx prov 
mces stage such an outing once a VERT, ving 
an emphatically Latin. flawer toe Mists 


calendar ol events 


Cuwhe's Exiles Brine New Life to Miami 


bikini apologized profusely. “We teporta,” | 
assured her, and tossed it back 

The trresmtible beat of bonge drums drew 
me to a comer of the beach where two teen 
weers saloon a low seawall, palms and fingers 
ving across the taut skins. Othersclustered 
round, swaving und singme “)Av, Adied 
fuel? punctuated with laughter and shouts 
of "/Arrida....Arriba 

(ine vouth tn frayed cut-off blue jeans and 
Hark moustache launched lightly into a 
ffcima—the improvised verse of the cuapire 
of rural (Cuba 


“dui estoy en Mian,” he sang, “a cowsa 
de Fidei—Here 7 amin Miami... all on 


account of Firclel 


“We will die, if we 


must, for the freedom 
af aur country.” 


They are all in Mliami an account of Ficlel 
And every day Fidel Castro's overthrow 15 
plotted in a dingy storefront office on the out- 
skirts of Little Havana. Here | met officers of 
Alpha 66, one of the most nective of the few 
remaining militant Cuban exile proups 

With the Hay of Pies finsco painfully m 
mind, the United States Government keene a 
watchful eve open for illegal actrvities by such 
eroups, Stull, Alpha clams credit, in past 
years, for 16 hit-and-run attacks on the const 
Of (uba, three larger lanchnes, and frequent 
acts of sabotage on the island 

“Nat long avo ot Ree 
people blew up the of relinery—the explosion 





a, near Havin, our 
wits heard for miles,” swid Andres Nazario, 
the general secretary of Alpha 66. A small 
erav-haired tan with black-rimined glasses, 
he looks more dike the comerctunle—the met 
chant—he was in Cuba than like a dedicated 
Counberrevaly tionary 

As we spoke in the cluttered office, another 
Alpha member, Emilio Hierrezuelo, pause 





ets onli ENVet pres 
and discreetiv jammed chair uncer the deier- 
knob. We would not be disturbed. Like 
Sugano himself, Emilio was on probation 
The United Stites Coast Guard hoe picked 
him up some months earher trying to run a 
boatload of guns ta Cuba 

“Allover Cuba our people are setting fire 
to cane fields and tobacco warehouses,” said 
4a member of Alpha’s Executive Bourd, a 
handsome cdurk-eved woman named Emma 
\lonteneero, “We have thousands of ce/nlas 
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“We re in ii tree country now,” Wari! 
Alvarer, 72, says to Eleuteria, his wife of 
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Dlane from Cubs at Mido International 
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—jnidercrouned groups, cach with three to Castro, have succumbed to creeping despa 
eiht people—all over the islancl Ours is a md will never wrlpust at all. A baddine nian 


fcht that cannot be stopped. Wwe wil) die, a With skin the color of polished walnut, fe 
we must, for the freedom of owr country,” spent most of his life as a fisherman on the 
“We are Working very closely with Castros south const of Cuba. When tole he coule mt 
moo,” Naatario asserted, “Qur people include longer sell his feh to whomever be pleased— 
ewitme hietl place ficers, Now We Gre tire that the state would buy iL aor no one—he 
parting a bie oclion to move the country!" balked, ancl set sail one night with seven 
Emilia removed the chiar from the cloor others. J. tanker micke them up Jl dav 
with a cheery, optimistic envle, and 1 lett later off the coast of Texas 
All Cuban in Miami share the hepes of Today Erasme shares 4 tiny apartment 
Aloha 66, Gul few gre as ontimistic. About fear the Whim River and catches snapper, 
[5 percent have become U.S. citizens, and Erouper, ond lobster off the Rove. He can 
as the months and years of exile slip bv, many hoose his buyer now, Gu it is mob the same 
more Will do so. Still there are some—parti ifter a decade in Minami fe still speaks n 
ularly among the elderly—who findit dificult English, though he cam study it free at the 
to adjust to life here English Center, sponsorect by the Cuban Ket- 
When l stopped for cas at Johnny Fumero’s ‘ugee Program, os thousands of others haw 
service slation, his 75-ver-old tather fille done. He shrugs a bocype les Sere 
the tank ond polished the windshield. “Are “Al pescoo no fe importa la lengua,” he said 
vou happy here in Migmir” [asked “To the fish, the language doesn't matter 
He would not-eo that far “Prannirle,” he And meluncholy flooded his vwaice: “Oh, | 
onceded. For 4] vears he had prospertd a know this is & goed country. Gul it is your 


pclentiat in Cuba: Now it we orokialsls iri inet mine. When someone takes vour countr 


late to undergo retraining and qualify to prac AWHY from vou, vou have lost everything 
ice his profession in the United States Many suffer the sane vearning for User 
Lod tsuspect that some people, like Erasmo homeland, but none | spoke to would return 





Symbots of courage, boats that carried Cuban refucees to freedom 
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Destined for a temple, a gleaming 
imme of the Lord Buddha endures 
a delivery truck's ropes in the 
trafic-choked streets of Thailand's 
capital. Bangkok ane ite pearls 
four million mhatittiants constitute 

a bustling. cosmopolitan amalgam 
of the Orient anc the Weat. Modern 
concrete-and-ghiss office buildings 
contrast with the timeless grace 

of Buchitist temples. Monks’ saffron 
robes, military uniforms, and 
business suits share the sidewalks, 
where a passerby can nibble 
homburcers as well os spies 

native fare, then amble throweh 
peanelul sculptared gardens or 
thake to the beat of rock-sand- 

roll. OW such is the ever-changing 
montore that is Bangkok 


CN) 


LL MY LIFE, it seems, I have traveled 
about totally unaware of my five pro- 
tective gods. [ have made important 
decisions on inauspicious days, ignored 

the movement of the stars; disregarded 
omens and portents by the dozen, and gen 
erally given my guardian spirits nothing 
but zrief 

lt wie time, <artl (haimtian, to be more 
CoOnsiclernte. 

Chamninn could offer me only afew point 
ers, for market days in Bangkok are her 
busiest time. Every weekend from miles 
droune people descend on the capital of T hai- 
larvi—some to sell, others to buy, and still 
others to consult a fortune-teller, With more 
than half acentury of counseling to her credit, 
Chamnian is in great demand; nonetheless 
sha pase lavage enouch tii reac mm’, fire une 

I would live a long time, she began, studs 
ing my palm with thoughtful gray eves. De- 
apie my nemioect of the quaredian spirits, | 
would never have a serious accident. | was 
new to Bangkok (which was certumly trie, 
for [ hac arrived only that week), and during 
my stay I would experience o very strong 
wish, She looked up from my hand 

“Your wish will not be cranted mehtaway,” 
she warned, “but the answer will come in 
time, for vour hand is lucky. And of course 
vou have five spirits to help vou—that is 
enough for anvane.” 

[ asked her then how many quarcdian spirnts 
Bangkok has. ane she arilecd pel the (uestion 

“More than aman could count,” she replied 
“Besides, Bangkok if a city of angels” 


Gilded Temples Reach for Heaven 


In the literal sense (hamnian -is rreht 
Bangkok's real name—hKrung Thep—means 
“City of Angels.” The name Bangkok refers 
to o small fishing village that once occupied 
this riverbank site In appearance, too, the cits 
sucesis on abode of angels, with the wilded 
roots and spires of more than 300) Boddinst 
temples soaring abowe the great Chao Phrava 
River ike immense columns braced agamat 
the vault of the sky, 

This is the Bangkok that tourists see— 
820,000 of them m 1972—and the city that I 
too found enchanting during a recent visit of 
almost two tionths 

But beneath the heavenly aura | grachualls 
discovered another Bungkok, a city first and 
lost of mertals, 3.500.000 by latest estimate, 
rividding Jokarta, the capital of Inconesin, 
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Straddling an elbow Clie tig i rio tthe mast te This first roler of the 
River ont af Savlhrol Asa: resent dvnasty renamed the village 


itl most prosperous citi Artie: The r Angels—tuit 
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his oldest independent 
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Happily for Bangkok it has a dual trate 


i‘stetm—one on land and the other via § erent 


network of &Alomes, 
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city 16 nicknanwe, “Venice of the Fast.” Poat- 


noning the watery side of Bangkok until an- 
Paci 
the city ih fis [irmenese sedan 
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with elements of many other Asian cultures 


Oe deep traditions, vet richly setisoner 


Indian, Sinlavsian, Cambodian, 
Hurmese, Laotian, aod Indonesian 
Nore 
in and Japanese influence, at least in 
nomic fhelds. Despite tts efforts to restrict 


luxury imparts, Thailand still suffers an an 
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msset. as 1 noticed several times that morning. 
\t one point, Not indicated «a group of sight 
secing busts drawn up belore one of the city 4 
innumerable bargain emporiums specializing 
In curios, SIR, ane pewelr 

“Thanks to toursts.” he said, “Thailand 
rete back about 145 muallion dollars a veer in 
LOreien currencs ana the amount is-2rowineg 
all the time, Also, the United States has been 
oroVvicine Some SO milion oollars @ Vear in 


Thi 
t = 


t 


itary and economit aid to Thailand.’ 





L pemurked that for all their anparéen 
knowledge of Bangkok's culture and art, few 
fortigners seemed aware of the citvs Pha 
hime, Arune Chiep wil reaclils avreed with 
me, smiling 

“Sot all that many Thais know it, either, 
he saich ““Krung Thep' is just the beginning 
When we sef out to name a capital we do i 
thorourh job, LT you want the citys full tith 

he Lik 1 ure ath “TLS Lsfeal City in| AT 
gels, the Supreme Warehouse of Divine Jewels 
the (sreat Land Uncoenguerable, the Grand 
ind Prominent World, the Koval and Delight- 
[ful Capitad Coty Full of Sinmetold (oems; thi 
Highest Roval Dwelling and Grand Palace 
the Divine Shelter and Living Place of the 
Reincaumated (ne... ” He let out the breath 
ind | Sti pHed him 

’Thats enouch tor one erty,” bs)“ W here 

We fo TeEXL 


Let's visit-a tempol sities el hte) 
Faith and Ant Glorify Shrines 


In ict We 4 rite hall wo dozen termes, m1 
Wat, AS tic ire Known, inclucine al | vers il 
I-z i te Thiet | eo hie Ae ried rr | Vert 
ne RwA = Troe bE TE LG li OG Tenowhi 
Che great Temple of Leiwh, With its massive 
fina Prange, or Cambodian-type tower, thrust- 


ing some J) feet above the civ; the Wat 
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lrimit, howsing o 5'4-ton image of Buddha, 
mort than 40 percent gold: and the superb 
Temple of the Emerald Buddha, whose twa 
loot-high om eter neces —thie most revered 
mnie if Buddhy na aul rl] yal ncl—+3 arya | 
not from @merald bul from ereen jasper, oO 
cemiprecious form of quartz 

[In almost all of Thailand's: temples: Hird- 
dhist monks conduct secular and religious 
cchools. once the Ons source ol education for 
Thatlands voung men Despite Bangkok's 
modern public school system and several out 
standing universities for both men and won 
en, the city's temples still serve as centers of 
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few weeks of their lives in ao temple,” an 
elderly tronk told me at Wat Trimit “Any 
man is free to enteroor leave as he chooses," 
he continued, “to become a monk, orto return 
to the outside world, 

“Whether a monk or a lavmun, & man wsu- 
ally belongs to the same temple for life. We 
have a 4nving in Thai for people who are not 
to be trusted: ‘A man with three temples, a 
womin With three husbands.’ 

Man or woman, That Buddhists devoutly 
adhere to the custom of providing food, 
money, antl other essentials for the monks. 
Their number in Thailand, estimated as high 
as 310,00) in a population of 38,000,000, 
ranks among the highest per capita im all 
Southeast Asim By long-standing tradition 
the King of Thailand himself travels once.a 
year by a magnificent roval barge to present 
a wifi of new saffron-hued robes ta the monks 
at the Temple of Dawn. 


Nuggets Yield Gossamer Sheets of Gold 


With some 590 square miles still before-us, 
Noi wasted litth time. We visited Bangkok's 
port, whose 20-mile river channel to the sea 
and whose meager berthing facilities barely 
minace lo accommodate 1ts.8,000,000) tons of 
cargo a veer. Then we moved on to a new 
electronics firm producing transceivers and 
powerful ship-to-shore radios, the first af 
Thailand's sophisticated answers to Japa- 
nese and U.S. imports. 

That same afternoon we visited a small 
goled-leaf factory, where tireless workers 
pound lima-bean-size nugeets 30,000 times 
each with brass-headed mauls to produce 
tissue-thin shects of gold measuring. more 
than a square yard in area 

For each hour of steady, exhausting work o 
pounder receives ten baht, the equivalent of 
about fifty cents WU. 5. At ten hours a day, six 
davs a week, an expert pounder may earn as 
much as $120 a month—roughly four times 
the pay of one of Bangkok's unskilled la- 
borers and three Omes the salary of o primary 
schoolteacher. The problem, of course, ts one 
of stamina. 

“After the age of 40,7 the shop foreman 
told me, “a man can no longer stand the 
slrain on his back: Then he ts fmishedl as far 


as heavy labor is concerned, and must find 
himself another trace.” 

Although able-bodied enough, many in 
Bangkok can find no trade ot all, The ¢fit- 
ficulty lies in the citw's accelerating growth 
and the addition of far more workers than the 
ecohamy can absorb. With one out of every 
ten Thais now a-resident of the capital, Bang- 
kok is hard put to shelter the overflow. When 
it does, the results. are sometimes unexpected 
—and heartbreaking. 

A morning or two later | visited the Din 
Daeng quarter of Bangkok, a section cambin- 
ing residential and commercial property 
During the visit I came across an attractive 
low-cost housing project mn the final stages of 
completion. In the bright sunlight the three- 
story apartment buildings stood newly white- 
washed and sparkling, their big windows 
needing only curtains and the grounds a little 
landscaping to complete an atmosphere of 
comfort bordering on luxury: It was then 
that | saw the huts. 

They stood ina low cluster at the edge of 


the project, extending perhaps a quarter of a 


city block in area. My first thought wis that 
they were piles of abandoned construction 
material, But then I saw an elderly woman 
emerge from what appeared to be a doorway. 


Misery Rules the City's Slums 


Entering the compound, [met with a scene 
so appalling it was difficult to imagine the 
human misery that hacl produced it. My first 
impression had been muht: The huts consist- 
e(l almost entirely of disearcded) materials 
—plintered boards of random sizes, sections 
of rusted tin sheet, and lengths of badly 
warped anid buckled plywood joined! here and 
there with strips of canvas or heavy tar paper. 

The entire compound stood on partial 
swamp, 20 that narrow raised catwalks took 
the place of footpaths, their rotting planks 
green with slime from the outpouring of in- 
numeruble kitchens and latrines: Along the 
shadowed catwalks groups of naked children 
played happily, now and then retrieving toys 
from the ooze below. 

The majority of men were obviously either 
off at work or looking for jobs. | paused to 
that with wn attractive young mother tending 


Spraying salvation, a Bangkok faith bealer dewses his patient with sacred water 
In the hope of egorcising ewil spirits. Mystics. medioms, and astrologers abound, 
oridl are consulted by members of virtually every social and cconomic class 
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her baby tn the shade of an open coorwas 
fn the manner of all Thais she was Immacu- 
late in both her person and her dress, despite 
the grim surroundings 

She and her husband, she said, hal lived in 





the compound for three years, although, the 
community had existed for ten. Her husband 
wos & construction worker, carning 20 baht 
about Si) a day when he could find « job 
The money went mainly toward the family 4 
food. for clothes are a relatively minor item 
in Bangkok's year-round heal 


Hut Owellers Share Power and Water 


Noting a single light bulh in the ceiling 
i weked about electricity and water 

“We buy them from our neighbors,” sh 
answered simply. “The water and power «e- 
nartments would never trouble with o single 


house such as this, butthere isdemand enough 
from the whale conmpound One house in 
stalls an electric line, and then we all connect 
with that. We pay the family that owns the 


ine one baht a day for each of our ight bulbs 





ancl in turn they pay the bill 

The same system works equally well for 
water, and I noticed a length of green plasti 
hose half-bunec in the slime beneath tie eat 
walks. To All a ‘ti-eallon jar, the mother @x- 





nlained, the “water family” charges one and a 
half tealit 

Despite the extreme poverty, | remarked on 
the atmosphere of community among fam 
hes. The mother nodded, adding, “It is not 
faey to think of leaving 

lt developed that the housing project next 
door was to be expanded, and the huts would 
have to move | asked if any families in the 
compound qualified for the housing project, 
and the mother shook her head 

“For such heme one mist wait Vers On 
the Het, Besides, we are not registered with 
the i its lo do. so one must live ata DHe Peek 
nent address, a howse with a number, and 
that we cannot afford. Yet without registra- 
tion, our children cannot go to public school” 

| asked where the compound would move, 


mead elt chook her Hatinel nen 


Striving for unison, stuclents dell on th 
thiacdow of o Wat Arun spire. rehearing fey 


a mass performance at an athletic event 
Suementing (he nation’s public sc hewl 35 
tem. Bucdhist temples provide instruction 
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exhibited much the same attitude toward vio 
lene, acCeepune i only in Sport af as a last 
decpernte measure. Chen the opponent would 
jlo well to ite cn his rire, for once threat 


ened, the Thois-are the fercest of warriors 
Elaborate Park Depicts Thai History 


Early one morning [ took » brief trip inte 
Thithind'’s past with o. distinguished tele 
Vision commentator, Pichat Vasnhasony. In 
Pichar’s car we traveled south trom Bangkok 
to visit the Ancient Cit 

The Ancient City is a 2 -acre privatels 
financed park devoted tothe browl sweep of 
Thai history. Although no actual recore exists 
of the That peoples origin, the Ancient City 
dramatizes the great-eras of Thailand's past 
from before tts emergence as an independent 
naden in the Lith centure, throurh. the 
Sukholhn: ane 
after the country’s succession of roval capitals 

To present the subject in proper detail, the 
Ancient (ites designers spent some ten 
vears and 320,000,000 in building authentic 


‘Wwitthava periods, marie 


temples, pilaces typical households af various 


peniods, and elaborate recreations of some 
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of Thouland’s most treasured works of art 

As we toured the erourticls, Pichai offered 
dditonal details about his people 
Orivinally, he explained, Thailand was known 
ns Sim—a variation of the term Svam, tounil 
imecribecd both th View Nam and at Anzkor 
Wat in nevrehbornme Cambodia. Dating re- 
coectively from the: Tith and ith centuries, 


be ew 


the inscriptions refer ti a people obvioush 
different Khmers, who 
architects of Angkor Wat and the forerunners 
ch] present-day Carn bonelians. 

"It was 


from the were the 


i contuser| penned,” Piehaa CoOn- 
tinued, “with constunt warfare among the 
Khmers, the Burmese, and the Siamese, For 
b period prier ty aur independence the Sia- 
mese seem to have been vassals of the Ahmers, 
an) thus were required to pay tribute. As il 
happened, certain ureas of Stam were famous 
sweel water, and the Khmers 
Tt was to cost 


for their pure, 

included that in the tribute 

them dearly m the enc.” 
Pichal paused to mdicate a large water jue 


standing beside a temple wall. “Kight there 


vou Tre looking at the birth of the Thar nation 


at least so the bewerndl vows 





Laborers in time of meed, th 
monks at Wat Singha (anove 
irundie shoenes tram Ubeti Lempile 
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hreaiens to overtion 
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over level, resulting in foods 
Meanwhile the city continues to 
build, erecting high rises such 
a the spire-Leoped Dusit Thani 
Motel (right 
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of the newer architecture, bot 
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Unlike every other country of Southeas! 


isia. Siam has never bowed! ta Western 


colonial rule. In 1939, we changed our name 7" Pt Li 
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Streetcars Arouse Elephuntine Passicn 


In wars of the past Siamese armies often 
owerl wittar’ to an awesome weanpon—the 
cli nhant Heavily padded and decorated, 
the huge beasts struck terror into the heorts 
Oo] enemy Troon Lin Deuce tine i leph ins for 
centunes have worked the great teak. forests 
| northern Th iilanel, Ang Ee i have Grace 
Hangkok's roval palaces 

fo the corrow of tourists ancl Thai children 
like ele yal in in Bankok Tre fl thin of thi 
mast. Che roval herd, which once numbered 
more than a hundred animals has dwineclled 

lew residents of the municipal roo, Link 
) ocrmsional elephant ¢ imported trom the 
countrvsitie, isunlly os an advertising stunt 

Time was when elephants not only strolled 
Hanrkok’s streets but aise terronzed the i iy 
trolley-car conductors. | heard the story trom 
Kuk Pramo, the highs resnectéed echtor of 





shoe Alaa, Hangkok $s jearing newspaper 
When 1 was a bov.” Kutrit recalled. “the Like red parchment, dried squid hang 
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long multiple tows, the barges share the 
channel with an endless variety of smaller 
craft, inchuding murket boats, sampans, 
seht-secing lagnches, water buses, and out- 
hoard akifis with extended cnve shaits jut 
ting behind. which earn the boats ther Thai 
nickname, Aune yao, or “longtoils” (pie 1200). 

At rush hour the river and khlongs almost 
mitch Bangckok’s streets, swelling WIth train 
AMI © rising crescendo of noise and activly 
thut stupefies the landsman. Then along 
comes Boonsong Pluemvare 

BRoonsone Pluemvurd 5 on enpaging voune 
man with o ready smile anc a fondness for 
ihe water. Both are decided wssets in tn 
profession, for Boonsang delivers. mail bs 
baat to the people of Bangkok, I mel him one 
mornine ata small poet office on the western 
bank of the river and gladly accepted «an 


iivitation to jor bim on his route 
Khiones Preserve Life of the Past 


Waking toom for me amid bundles of 





mail in their launch, he wane his partner, Liang 
Winnnthance, cast of and headed up a maim 
canal known as Khlong Bangkok Val 


“They are growing fewer all the time 





Eoonsond. saitl of the canals. “For the sake 
of progres: Wwe mre cracually filling in out 
khlonzs to make streets, although there ore 
till wrens of the city that can be reached only 


by water.” He waved al o floating mass of 





debris wedded against a piling 
TL AHE bs fait of the once Ol Protec [1 
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former times the khlonges provided Bang 





with a natural sewer <vstem that drained into 
the river. But now the new streets have inte 

rupted Lhe flow; and many OF OW! khlones prt Cookie-cutter sameness of covernmeni 
byere omMinge cesspools Jy ruil herwaine 1[ Fe wiht over aduburb dabove 
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Waterbore market cruises o khlong, offering sea 


food, vegetables, and tropical trovts lo canalsice 
dwellers. Such Aoagyao, or “longtail,” ehiffs with 
1 = 1 a | j 
thofts wre distinctive to the khlonges still 
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Business, too, begins enriy on the khong, 
and we shared the neht-of-way with innumer- 
nhle sampuns fitted out os crocery shops, 
coffee bars, ice-cream parlors, noodle stands, 
hardware stores, and, in one case, the mobile 
branch of an enterprising bank. 

The scene called to mind Bangkok's fans 
Floating Markel, a required stop on ever 
tourist itinerary. Unhappily the Fhouting 
Market no longer lives-up to its mame: The 
colortul assortment of shops and restaurants 
has come ashore forever, occunving the bunks 
of the Khlong where once it operated from a 
fleet of sampans 

Throuchout the tip Boonseng and Liang 
stopped now and then to deliver mall at o 
household, alternating roles as helmeman 
and letter carricr: Although the route serves 
more than 7.500 homes, the volume of mail is 
light enoweh to allow for two deliveries a dion 

Like their Amencan counterparts, Thai 
families tend to show their apprectation, and 
on New Year or Buddhist holidays, Boon 
song's launch returns home practically awash 
from the weight of proffered candy bars, cig- 
arettes, towels, soap, und an occasional bottle 
or two of excellent Thal beer, 

Cither occupants react in equally direct 
fashion, and several times Boonsong or Laang 
barely male it back to the boat ahead of man's 
—but mot the letter carners—best friend 


Bird Princess Escapes Earthly Captors 


At the end of the route Boonsong and 
Loan kindly ceposited me on the eastern 
lank of the river and invited) me to join them 
ani whenever | had time. Time, however, 
hod begun te run out, and [turned to Bung 
kok’s world-famous arts 

f Dye C¥VETINE j attended ull (demonstration ai 
Classical That dancing by one of the country 3 
most gifted periormer—a towering beauty 
who stands less than four und a holf feet high, 
und who goes by the name of Bunnag. With 
Infinite grace pod precision, Bunnag told a 
story in pantomime of a bird princess who 
escapes death at the hands of her captors by 
takin’ wing tor ber homelanc in the AHimala 
was. Like many Thai classics the story is 
drawn from the Rameséien, the country’s ver 
sian of the creat Hindu epic, the Aaenuyvana 

Then there was a day spent with the city's 
sk weavers and tvers, whose exquisite craft 
mizht have chenppeared entirely but for the 
chcouragemont of a singh: American, James 
Thompson. An. officer in the chindestine 


y 4 





Beauty takes the field in pitewame pageantry al 
an annual aiceer-tmatch betWeen Universite: 


Neoton! Geovraphic, duly 1974 


Office of Stratewic Services during World 
War IL, Thompson served in Thailund, where 
he became fascinated with the country’s de- 
clining silk industry. Before his mysterious 
disappearance in L967, he helped develop the 
American market that today absorks a major 
share of Thailand's annual silk production of 
a million square vards: 

And finally there were gems, most exotic 
of all Bangkok's wares and certuiniy the 
most intrimuing to Thais as well as tourists 
Ne one knows how many thousands of gems 
pass through Bangkok every veur, for most 
dealers refuse to discewss their business affairs. 
With cheerful disregard for authority, the 
Thais tegelarly smuggle in sapphires and 
rubies from Burma, gold from Hong Kong 
ant Laos, combine them into some of the 
world’s most exquisite jewelry, and sell it ut 
a handsome profit 

Despite a modest duty on incoming gems, 
the Thai Government receives. only a fraction 
of the lawful tax. An occasional arrest reveals 
contraland stones tucked in such seemingly 
Innocent containers 46 cameras, tape record- 
ers, vanity cases, hearing ails, corsages, and 
now and then a very false brassiere. 

Although Thailand has sapphire and ruby 
mites of its own, the best ancl largest stones 
still come from abroad, usually already cut 
and polished. Once ina while a Bangkok ceal- 
er takes the consicerable risk of cutting atruly 
large and valuable stone himself by means 
of the ciiameoncd saw or the mialbet-and-blade 
technique. But whenever be does, he is likely 
to recall the legend of the Chinese jade dealer 
rumed! Lan, 

Lin, so the story goes, was a man tn his 60's 
who came from Hong Kong, and who wie 
acknowledged as a world authority on jade. 
| heard the tale from David Asvatanakul, one 
of the owners of A.A, Gems in Bongkok. 

"Some vears ago,” David said, “Lin supe 
pasedly bought a chunk of jade with an 
unusually precious streuk of dark green. 
The streak was largely hidden by the less 
Valuable jade ground it, but Lin was an 
experienced mon and he knew what to ex: 
pect. He bought the piece for the equivalent 
of several thousand dollars. 

“In cutting the reck."” David continged, 
“Lin had to be sure he merely grazed the 
precious streak, 50 as lo preserve as much of 
it as possible. After careful inspection he 
mide the cut—wnd the streak stmpiy wasn't 
there. Lin was not a young man, and the 


Bunekok, Citv of Angels 


shock proved too much for his heart; he died 
at the worktable. 

“The piece lay around the shop for more 
than a vear, until one of Lin's friends, an- 
other jade dealer, saw tt. He asked the family's 
Pernission tocutinio ttagain, and they agreed. 
“OF course,” David concluded, “the streak 
was there all the time—Lin had simply missed 
it by a millimeter or two, If he had macle a 
second cut, he woul surely have founel it. 
Properly cut and finished, the piece sold for 
many times the original price.” 


War Against a Deadly Trathe 


The same combination of huge profit and 
death surrounds afar different type of traffic 
through Bangkok—that of heroin. From the 
en-cilled “Golden Triangle,” embracing parts 
of Burma, Laos, and northern Thailand, more 
than 600 tons of raw opium a year—the 
largest part of it grown in Burma—findls its 
way inte the hands of dealers and addicts 
Some of the crop makes the long and lethal 
journey overland or down the Chao Phraya 
River to Bangkok and by sea or air to tear- 
kets of the world. 

Despite the combined efforts of the U.S 
an! Thai Governments, paurtol the triangle's 
qutput eventually reaches the United States 
ax pure heroin, with a much as a 7,000+fold 
markup in value. 

AD Increasing amount of opium remains in 
Bangkok itself, for addiction mm Thailand is 
growing, From an acknowledged 70,000 sad- 
dicts in 1959, the national figure has jumped 
to mote than 400,000 victims. 

“As o result,” says a U.S, narcotics expert 
assigned to Hangkok, “the Thai Government 
has clamped down heavily on pushers. A year 
ago two of them were executed publicly by a 
firing aquiad. But the root of the problem is 
the poppy grower himself—who gets almost 
none «f the vast profits involved. Recently 
the government has had some success in per- 
suading prowers to shift to other crops. One 
farmer who made S150 4 vear on poppies 
switched to beans and made $250." 

Only rarely have Thailand's leaders re- 
sorted to capital punishment to enforce the 
law, although their powers are extensive. 
While technically « constitutional monarchy, 
the country ts governed by appointed rather 
than elected officials under ao modified form 
of martial law. 

Vet the great majority of Thats accept the 

(Continued on page 12¥) 
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svetem, for their country’s experiments with 
Western-style democracy have been discour- 
aging, During the past forty years Thailand 
has adopted more than half a degen different 
constitutions—and abolished all of them one 
after another. 

“Democracy as you Westerners know it,” 
explains my editor friend, Kukrit Pramoj, “is 
nu luxury that Thailand simply can’t afford 
yet. Until you know where your next meal 
is coming from, political theory doesn't count 
for very much 

*But make no mistake,” Kukrit adds, “our 
people will never accept Communism. If you 
put the average Thai in a commune tonight, 
he'd be gone before sunrise tomorrow—and 
what's more, you'd never find him." 

Despite difficulties with Western-style gov- 
ernment, the West itself: remains close to the 
hearts of the Thai people. Like his predeces- 
sors, the able Prime Minister of Thailand, 
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, is a 
¢taunch friend of the United States. 


King Praises His Subjects 


Another good friend is Thailand's King 
Bhumibol Adulbyade), Rama CX. Once known 
to Americans largely for his musical talent, 
the 46-year-old sovereign in reality is a keen 
student of 0,5, and world affairs. He is also 
one of the most beloved monarchs in the his- 
torv of the Thai people. 

Even to the casual observer, Western in- 
Huence in Bangkok is apparent in nearly 
every aspect of the city’s life. Through a 
mutual friend, U.S, Ambassador Leonard 
Unger, 1 | asked mae Bhumibol what the citv 
! hat Americans could 
iam from Bangkok and the Thais. His an- 
swer reflected! much of what | had seen. 

“Thai people,” replied the king, “are not 
really very conscious as to what is good in 
them. because they bave not thought about it 
very much. But if an answer has te be wiven 
to this question. we may pick out the Tha 
sentiment of mette, which has oo exact Lrans- 
lation in English, It means the general feeling 
of being compassionate to one another, of 
having understanding for each other's feel- 
ings, being generous and forgiving with each 





other, working together, in short, to build 
and maintain a society in which we may ull 
live together in peace and happiness. 

“Some Westerners.” the king continued, 
“may consider this sentiment to be a weak- 
ness, for it seems to lack, or go against, what 
they call the spirit of ‘push,’ or af competition. 
They, of course, overlook the fact that the 
Thai spirit of metta is always based on a 
well-reasoned judgment, and is constantly 
reviewed and revised against the background 
af changing circumstances.” 


Symbolic Rafts Bunish City’s Cares 


Qn one of mv last davs in Bangkok I re- 
called the king's words, during the festival 
of Loy Arathore. Every November the people 
fashion thousands of small krathongs—or 
raits—out of banana leaves, decorate them 
with flowers, and place a candle on each. 
After dark they light the candles ancl launch 
the rafts down the Chao Phraya River in 
symbolic release of all their troubles 

Late that afternoon I joined a group af 
friends oo the western hank of the river to 
celebrate Lov Arathong ancl observe the festi- 
val By then T had long since recognized the 
wish that Chamnian had predicted—a, wish 
someday to return to Bangkok. And I re- 
called her assurance that it would happen. 

After dinner we gathered by the riverbank 
to launch our krathongs and watch others in 
the city do the same. The candles were duly 
lighted, and with a gentle shove each raft was 
sent on its symbolic way. As they caught the 
flow of the river, I thought briefly of other 
people [ had known in Bangkok and waon- 
dered if they, too, were launching krathongs 
that nighi—Nol, mr university friend, the 
young mother in the terrible slum at Din. 
Daeng, Boonsong the mailman, and perhaps 
even Chamnian herself. 

For a time there was only a scattering of 
lights out tn the channel. bobbing and drift- 
ing with the river's current. Gradually, how- 
ever, the number increased, until there must 
have been a thousand or more. 

Then at last the Chao Phraya became a 
wreat torrent of flickering lights, beariny 
Bangkok's troubles to the sea. 


Golden victim of Bangkok's thundering traffic, the great Reclinine Buddha duffers 
cracks Near its right ear and rye. Moisture plus ao daily barrage of vibration and 
tly exhausts have caused the gilded jegs to peel. ‘To minimize further damage te ita 
(reasurcs and to case congestion, the city bans heavy trocks during doylicht hours 


fantok, Cry of Angels 
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ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
By PAUL A. ZAHL, Ph.D. 
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Nw THE TOP FLOOR of the 
| Banco Central de Costa Kica in 
San Jose is a massive vault, whose 


contents the public may wiew onh 
twice a week, briefly 
At the prescnbecd hours complicated 


ail. 


locks are manipulated smultaneoush 
Livy LAA: Of lrequently rotated bank 
officials. Steel tumblers and plungers 


ank. ancl the heavy coor eases open 





L 
on <ilent hinges 

Lights reveal glass cases filled with 
tleaming objects of gold—treasures 
wrought by Central America’s Indians 
five to twelve centunes ago 

l ventured into the vault one morn 
ing to wiew the treasures, Valued by the 
bank gt some 33,000,000: elaborate 
pendants and firurines, strange rings 
and wristbands, human representations, 
birds, snakes, turtles 

But douminant—to mv eve at least 
were scores of tiny frogs, every one ol 
shining solid wold 

| moved, fascinated, from one dis 


play case to the next. Some of the frog 
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bmght-hued midget, whow last nee means “beautiful tree nymph.” 











Heralding life and 
fertility, songs of such 
Costa Rican frogs as the 
tiny minstrel above 
welcome the rains that 
refresh man and the 
land. In tribute, pre- 
Columbian artisans 
fastioned stylised wax 
figures of the forest 
choristers, as well as 
of birds, turtles, and 
other creatures. They 
encased the fisures 

in clay, then heated 
Lhe molds te nell 
amay thre wer. Moltes 
gold powred into tie 
molds formed these 
sparkling crealrons. 
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Golden frogs honor 
a multitude of 
miniature peepers 
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amphibians. Others stared from great exag- 
gerated eyes, or wore strange ornamentation, 
straight out of a surrealist's dream. To the 
artists who shaped! these treasures, fross quite 
obviously were important symbols, 

A few days later | bounced in a jeep down 
a forest-girt road north of San José. At the 
wheel was a tall, bearded berpetologist, Dr. 
Douglas C. Robinson, associate professor of 
biology at the University of Costa Rica 
Again, my special interest focused on frogs— 
not gold frogs, but the living tropical proto- 
types; even more fascinating in their broad 
variety, which pre-Columbian goldsmiths 
used a5 models. 


Variety Marks Both Terrain and Founa 


Costa Rica has a bewildering range of cli- 
mate and topography: Extensive areas of 
warm, rainy jungle; cold, skv-piercing vol- 
cunic peaks; cool, cloud-bathed forests; tem- 
perate plateaus: wand reaches that seasonally 
become almost desertlike During past ages 
cach zone gave rise to or attracted a fauna 
adapted to its own ecological conditions, 

"The country is a kind of natural hub," 
Doug said as we twisted northward, “a cen- 
ter not only for mid-American frog evolution 
but alse for that of many other animals and 
plants. You find a tremendous variety of spe- 
cies. That's why I decided to settle here.” 

The colorful frog legion of Costa Rican 
fauna seems almost limitless. Only a few of 
the groups have common names, so identiti- 
cations must rely on such tongue twisters as 
Dendrobatidae, Leptodactylidae, Centro- 
lenidae, Hylidae, and Microhyvlidae. These 
families embrace scores of cenera and species. 
The exact count is still not in, but identified 
frog species In Costa Rica already number 
more than a hundred. 

During the day most hide half camouflagect 
under leaves or in bark crevices. Only after 
dark do choruses of mute-wooing cheeps fill 
the air. Hut some frogs are less Uimid, and it 
was these Doug and 1 sought on this venture, 
mainly members of the Dendrobatidar, a 
tropical family of some sixty species. 

Despite their brilliant bodies and fantastic 
patternings, the conspicuous dendrobatids 
can afford their bold indifference to the hla- 
tant light of day. Indeed, their garish colors 
may Wan away potential predators. 

Through their skin, some of these frogs se- 
crete a poison that biochemists have found to 
be among the most toxic of known substances. 


———— EE ee 


The poison acts on the nerves of mammals 
and birds; causing paralysis ancl quick death 
—a characteristic that pre-Columbian and 
even later aboriginals found highly valuable, 

They knew precisely how to roast the deli- 
cate frog body so that the skin glands would 
emit a venomous mucus. Applied to a blow- 
gun dart, the poison wouldswiftly bring down 
a deer, monkey, or bird. 

Ironically, the same deadly substances may 
prove to be lifesavers. Scientists at the Na- 
tonal Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Mary- 
land, near my home in Washington, D.C. 
have found that poisons from dendrobatid 
frogs are valuable tools in modern neuro- 
physiological research. Since the frogs’ pow- 
erful toxins affect nerves and muscles in 
certain specific ways, they can be used to ana- 
lyze the vanous steps in the process by which 
nerve impulses are transmitted, 

The scientists are also studying the effects 
of the powens on the heart, where results offer 
the hope of finding eventual therapeutic ap- 
plications—perhaps in controlling the rapid, 
integular heartbeat called fibrillation, for ex- 
ample, or in increasing the strength of the 
pulse in failing hearts. 


Life Depends on Airborne Moisture 


Doug and | parked our jeep in the village 
of Puerto Viejo, in the northern lowlands 60 
miles from San José (map, page 135) By dug- 
out we proceeded up the Sarapiqui River 
to Finca La Selva, where the Organization 
tor Tropical Studies maintains a station for 
rain-forest reserc hy, 

We found a biologist and two students at 
the station. When we explained our mission, 
they smiled. “No problem,” said one. “Just 
walk down the trail and vou'll find plenty of 
the little devils.” 

We stalked into the shadows of the fes- 
tooned forest. Less than a hundred feet from 
camp we Came upon our first dendrobatid—a 
midget marvel with a scarlet body and blue- 
splotched legs, perched on a half-rotted leaf 
(page 145), The tiny frog returned my stare 
and showed little concern when Doug reached 
down and snatched it from the leaf. 1 must 
have shown concern over his casual handling 
of the poisonous creature. 

Doug laughed and explained. “To be effec- 
tive, the poison has to enter the bloodstream 
through a wound or a mucous membrane,” 
he said. “Just be sure vou have no scratches 

(Continued on page 138) 
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L, too, found the frogs easy to 
within tS minutes we had a dozen if our 
plastic collecting bag: 

Certain cle ncronaticis Oates hundreds of 
minute poten glands beneath their varie- 
fated colors. They live on sogey humus, wet 
fallen itaves, mossy banks, or among roots 
ferns, and shrubs: They are, above all, slaves 
to high humidity 
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We knew that hylids—tree frogs—were 
everywhere around us. Noisy males, singing 
shrill lowe songs, produced a nearly over- 
whelming din. What some gifted composer 
could do, I thought, with those urgent cheeps, 
chirps, trills, and metallic clinks, all mega- 
phoned by bulging vocal sace! 

Through his long vears of experience, Doug 
could name the genus and species of many of 
the singers we heard along the trail “Hyla 
laguax,” he would announce, or, “That's an 
Agaliyehnts saltater.” 


He forged ahead of me, then plunged off 


the trail into the quagmire. The darkness 
promptly swallowed him except for an oc- 
casional firefly-like glimmer of his light. 

For a while I heard him talking to the 
frogs as he stalked them throweh the muck: 
“Don't jump, you little devil,” or, “Oh, what 
a beauty!” But the inevitable evening rains 
soon obliterated his voice. 

Within half an hour Doug was back, jubi- 
lantly displaying his catch, several hylids and 
miscellaneous other frogs blazing with muiti- 
colored patterns—egreen, orange, red, blue. ‘To 
identify some would require paging through 
the reference books, I added the few frogs | 
had found along the trail, 

Almost any of them could have sat on 
a postage stamp with space to spare. Wryly I 
recalled the miants. of the frog family I had 
collected earlier in Africa: They measured 
more than 30 inches long from nose to toes, 
and weighed nearly seven pounds cach* 


Hidden Cisterns Hold Living Treasure 


Some days after leaving Puerto Viejo, Doug 
and | observed an especially curious frog 
habitat. We stopped our jeep alongside the 
road where the jungle was bearded with 
Spanish moss. Other bromeliads grew there 
orofusely. Although not parasites, brome- 
liad=—aleo known as epiphytes, or air plants 
—ctling for support to tree trunks and branch- 
es, even to fence posts and telephone wires 

I watched Doug scrutinize every brome- 
liad of the bracket vanety he could reach. 
Each was a rosette of sharply pointed blades 
flaring out from a central core that was firmly 
rooted to the supporting host. 

‘NATIONAL GEOCBAPHEC, July 1967 


“Look here.” he-said, zently drawing back 
one leaf blade after another to reveal a pool 
of rainwater at the base of each. Mosquito 
and other insect larvae thrive in such natural 
cisterns, 

But it was something four-legged moving 
near a pool's edge that caught my eve—a Lil- 
liputian creature no larger than my wrist- 
watch dial (pages 130-31), From its flattened 
head of brilliant green bulged two enormous 
eves, each a coal of glowing scarict stitted 
vertically by a black pupil 


Flashes of Color May Save Frogs’ Lives 


The creature, perched on disklike toe pads, 
hurtled out with a wild leap to land on ashrub 
about six feet away. In midair its widely 
splaved legs revealed previously hidden fiash- 
es of brilliant orange and blue: Such sudden 
displays of color may serve to startle a pur- 
suer and slow him down. 

But Doug wasn't slowed. He leaped in the 
same direction and almost as fast. Aftera few 
more moves by both parties, Doug had the 
extraordinary frog firmly in hand. “It's an 
Agalycinis,” be told me. And | fancied a re- 
semblance between it and one of the bizarre 
gold frogs m the San Jose bank (page 132). 

“Certain other tree frogs lay their ees in 
bromeliad wells,” Doug said, “The water 
there is ideal for the tadpoles too.” We bagged 
the specimen, and that night in the roadside 
hostel where we put up I reexamined it. In 
the dark the pupils of those huge eves were 
fully dilated. Each resembled an eclipse of 
the sun bordered by a corona of fire—a cat- 
like adaptation for heightened night vision. 

Back in San José we deposited our collec- 
tion in suitable terrariums at the university's 
biological laboratories for further study. 

Nicht after night, often accompanied by 
students, we set out by jeep for other col- 
lecting sites—hiking up the sides. of volcanoes, 
down into deeply eroded gorges, alang twist- 
ing streams. We kept a sharp eye out for 
bushmasters, raitthers, and other venomous 
snakes that share such frog habitats. We 
encountered only one—a terciopelo; the pit 
viper slithered quickly out of sight. 

We had sampled Caribbean lowlands, 
temperate plateaus, and chilly volcanic 


Bloodred jacket cries “beware!” The Christras-bulb colors that warn away 
predators act os a magnet for scientists, who are studying frog neurotoxins im the 
hope of discovering new medicines for the treatment of heart disease. 
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heights, Now we equipped our jeep for the 
tortuous drive to Puerto Quepos, on the Pa- 
cific comet. . 

Through coffee, banana, and cattle lands, 
over brilliantly green hills and cown into 
deep canyons, we descended from the high 
Central Plateau. 

Evening found us at sea level in sight of 
Pacific breakers. Here thousands of drenched 
acres of what was once wild jungle are-planted 
in neat rows with a species of African palm, 
whose reclish fruit contains oil tised for 
making Margarme. 

Each trunk was covered with shagry ferns, 
bromeliads, orchids, mosses, lichens—a lush 
haven for amphibians, We drove inte the palm 
forest, splashing over puddled roadways. 
Darkness fell, and we were hardly out of the 
jeep with flashlights when the inevitable 
rain began. 

“What perfect weather! Doug exclaimed, 
with water streaming over his hatless head. 
As a herpetologist, he meant it, for it iz 
especially during heavy rain that tropical 
frogs come out in full force. 

A lull in the downpour proved his point. 
An intense orchestration of cries filledd the air 
—love-sick amphibian musicians by the thou- 
sunds, reveling in this night of nights. 


Gravid Frogs Work Up a Lather 


Our main object was to find specimens of 
Leptodactvlus. Members of this genus beat 
up a great blanket of foum in which to de- 
posit ees Our flashlights played to and fro 
os we prowled through the gloom. 

In fess than five minules we came upon a 
swampy area where the water looked like the 


with potch after patch of the whitish froth. 

I followed Doug into knee-ceep swamp, He 
stopped and beamed his livht:straight down, 
Through rain-lared glasses | saw a small 
open space in the center of one of the foam 
patches Nostrils and two ulert amphibian 
eves protruded there from the water surface 
—an adult Leptodactylus laying or guarding 
its eges: | scooped up a bil of the foam and 


saw hundreds of black-pepper bits suspended 


there—eggs, of course, just laid, 

The increasing downpour put an end to the 
search, and we headed back to the jeep. Last 
io return was Doug's assistant, Roger Saenz, 
who came splashing out of the darkness with 
an é¢ntirely different frog, a Ayia ebraccata, 
hardly larger than a 25-cent plece. This little 
specimen had a unique feature. The beautiful 
gold-and-black patterning on its back was 
in the precise outline of ao Halloween cat ona 
fence (page 136). 

The day 1 left San José, Doug drove me to 
the airport. As we waited for the plane, he 
glanced at my Shirtfront. “What's that?” 
he asked, pointing 

I fingered the new tie clasp | had pur- 
chased in a jewelry shop. “I can't name the 
species,” T replied, “but it's a copy of one of 
the gold frogs in the Banco Central” 

Doug examined it more closely. “Looks 
like a Dendrobates,” he pronounced. “The 
gold original would he worth asmall fortune.” 

No doubt it is—but values are relative 

Costa Rica's Indians, 1 reflected, valued 
such frogs enowzh to make lavish images of 
them in gold. But the living jewels from the 
forest floor may vet prove more valuable 
to man and science than any vault filled with 


outpourings of a hundred washing machines, gleaming pre-Columbian treasure. a 


NEW VOLUME OF RESEARCH REPORTS AVAILABLE 


The sixth in the National Geographic Society's series of Research Reports, detailing the findings of 
31 scientific investigations authorized by the Society in 1966, is now ready. This volume continues 
the publication of technical reviews on a wide range of subjects that have resulted from more than 
1.200 prants made in support of Various research und exploration projects by the Society since its 
founding in IRS. Reseurch reported in this volume includes botanical studies im northwestern 
Brazil, South-West Africa, and Peru: investigations of the theater and prehistone mounds of Aphro- 
disias in Turkey: an ccological study of the Floridan Everghdes; Alaska glacier studies; biology of 
Atlantic deep-sea fauna: underwater expeditions in Bermuda and the Mediterninean: fossil verte- 
brutes in Baja Califorma; gray whale anatomy ond behavior, ormtholomeal studics in Afmca, New 
Guinea, und the Aegean Sea: field studies of primates in Rio Muni: and archeological excavations 
in various parts of the world. Copies of this latest volume and of the other five, covering the years 
19560, 1961-62, 1969, (964, and 196%, may be obtained for $45 cach, postage paid, from Dept. #1, 
National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C. 20036, Request later billing if desired. 
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Ford Galaxie 500 4-Door Hardtop 


Ford LTO Brougham 
2-Deor Handiop 


The closer you look, 
the better we look. 
In the 1973 Fords the extras arent extra. 
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e& Vacation. 


lor Up toa tamily of Tour al selected Holiday 
Inns throughout California 

Other vacations include a Hertz car and ai 
-ommodations at Sheraton Hotels and Hyatt 
Houses. 
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EFFICIENT USE OF ENERGY 
CAN'T END THE THREAT 
OF ENERGY SHORTAGES. 
BUT IT CAN HELP 

THE ERA OF ABUNDANT 
LOW COST ENERGY ONCE 
TAKEN FOR GRANTED 

IN AMERICA-IS OVER, 


ALL OF US SHOULD BE 
THOUGHTFUL IN OUR USE 
OF ENERGY. 


EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, 
WE NEED TO DEVELOP 
NEW ENERGY SOURCES 
HERE AT HOME. 
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AGOUNTRY THAT RUNS ON OIL CANT AFFORD TO RUN SHORT. 


THE GFL COMPANEES CP AMERICA 





Every time we try to give you 
one reason why Impala is a great value, 
we end up with a dozen. 








Chevrolet. Building a better way to see the US.A. ACS 


Movies without movie lights. 


Four things Kodak did to 
make them possible. 


Kodak \Lmoviecameras have four special features 

that let up to six times more light reach the film 

than cameras without them. 1. An extra-tast 

f/ 12 EKtar lens. 2, An enlarged shutter opening. 

3. An exposure control that doesn't block the light. 

4. A viewfinder that doesn't steal the light. 

Just drop in.acartndge of Kodak Ektachrome 160 

— movie film and youre ready to take good 
movies without movie lights. 

Kodak XL cameras start at less than 
$120. The XL55 (shown) with 
power zoom 1s less than 3215. 
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Kodak XL movie camera Kodak Ektachrome 160 movie film. Kets 





THE WHOLE BODY SHOULD TAKE PART 
IN THE SELECTION OF A PIANO. 
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Look to the sights of Greater Miami. 
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To meet the whole world face to fare—as you an fram your cesination, and ho money on 
ire new meeting this waite poriila—might re lodging, food, and tranepertation..Yet, you ox 
Wire Thate Lime ara Torey than you motel nerience all the jo and excitement that come 
iard. Bot tt doesn’t ptiarily have to! with merting the work) face to face. Lee the 
form on the thitd pige of this issue to become a 


Through National Geoeraphic mivnrince, spe- 


cial publications, books, moans, and school bul member of the Nationa! Geographic Society, 


Dept. 60, Washington, O.C., 20046 
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Vit Want to, You spend no time-in getting to NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 





National's 8 day week. 


Because a week’s vacation 
is longer than7 days. 





Cc vacations come wit ly 





Vlost wee 
nwo weekends. And the beauty ot 
National Car Rentals &-cdia 

week* is thal you can lake 


i | ‘ 
advantage ol both of them. 










Let's sav vou tly somewhere 
Saturday morning. The car you 
week puts Father Lime.on your site rent from us when you Lancl 1s 
VOLTS until Sucliay a) i loll rw’ ne weekencl. 

The S-clay nel package rate 1s ust SLLS lor a Pontiac Le Mans, a 
Vionle ( ‘arlo OF simile sIzer| LHe Car, 

We throw in 1.000 free miles (12¢ a mile after thal). And we give 
YOU the ti 1 tink cy as res \,|| Wwe ask 1 this YOu return the car id the 
mtvowhere vou rentect tt. 

If you're taking a shorter trip ask us about our 26-hour day and oul 


av weekend 
i . ] | \ ae | m= 
41 National weve got the worlds largest eet of new GI cars. 
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COLLAR 
FOR DOGS 
FOR CATS 
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Im your ee 
representative, 


| amay I help you?” 4 


“Pll be glad a 
to explain that to youll 








First of all, what you're not going 
to get is a shuffle from one person 
to another. 

What youll get every time 
you call your local telephone com- 
panys business office is a serv: 
ice representative, 

And every service represent 
ative has one job, and one job 
only, To help you eet vour prob- 
lem solved. Quickly. Politely, And 
to-your best a le satistae tion, 


Tg Ua | 
“Es } 


‘Any time you dont 
understand a charg 
on your bill, ean us.” 


= — 


vale 
"Sure, is this «. 
a business or . 


residence phone?” 





Naturally, you aren't the 
only person with something to 
talk over with us. 

Each month, over 12 million 
of you call us. So AT&T and your 
local Bell Company have more 
than 37,000 service representa- 
tives to listen and to uct. 

(The time and money to train 
them runs into the millions. But 
when you consider the job they re 
deine, every dollar is well spent.) 

Even with all these 
$7,000 people, we can't 
promise to solve every tele- 
phone problem immediately. 

- But we can promise a serv- 
. ice representative will try. 





We hear you. 





February 7, 1973: The air bag-in its first 
non-test situation-works perfectly and 
prevents injury in a Los Angeles 
freeway crash. 
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on my glasses, but 
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Howirnd A. Shap, 
of Chevy Chase, Maryland? 
wae. front-seal passengers 
ina US, Government 
wir bb if equipped Ccar— 
one of htindreds being 

used in on-road testing 
of air bags, 








Mr. Shapar was interviewed Inter 
by Ed Relmers for Allstate. 
Following a Cotthoenation of that interview 


(. Arey injuries, Howard? 

A. Nol seem ta be all right, Fd 

Q. Sid vou see the oerident coming ced catia choanee 
fo ornce yearned ff 

A. Well, D wasn't the driver. and | waen' livtkime si 
the rowd .. and f really wasn't braced for the 
acthient of all. 

Cf. Were wow gure of Qe fae? fad ie cor AG WA Pa 
ffl Lisa GLU eed ete re Fil fil F ficnge i* {fei i= Peg Pray pee igs tery g 

A. No, [ waan’t, 

(). Sid wou Aeor fire air fag pr if 

A. oy. D diin't 

G Wael did vou hear during the eraah? 

AL. iat the aounds that ene wild rd ineriky associat 
WIN @ severe crash belween twit automubites. 

Q. Were so aeoring o fap owt? 

A. | wae weortng a lan belt, vis, 

. Was ere ony amotieriig effect inten the oly 
hie cepa yu * 

A. te there w Whe Seri ne cert. Fart, P conabeben’ | 
delect anv effects directly assoc ited with the air rear. 

G. Go you saw ony iden of infiat would kane Ae peed 
fo vou ve Adin’! feel the oor furan f 

A. 1 think IT would have gane into the witdshield — 

Q. Was there any after effect vou noticed From the air 
bog deplovinent? 
F a 

A. The only after effect | noticed wasn aniun ge on ihe 
outside of my glassed, bul my ginsses didn't even 


corre dif, 





The air bag is deemed ta inflate automatically. 
but only incon frontal ernsh seridus eomigh to 
Ce sep lay A dipecial sensi device,. wasinge 
Apact-age fechniniogy, heaps air bag fron inflating 
aockdentalhy, Litth harnps,) rough ronda, pemeri be 
flapa don’) inflate the air bog 

Alltate is convirced thal a passive restraint 
ayeherm like the air bag con aave lives, help prevent 
disfiguring injuries; end cin help bold down the 
enat of Weur auld TEsurAncn. 





For a file ad brochore aboot air bagw for wour 
club or arganization, write: 
safety Dpriee tir 
Allstate | nearance i ony pons 
Sorthhrocnk, iim ea 





Built across the ocean. 





Lintil now, many litte imports 
Wereapt fo come equipped with 





One king-sized problem: where 
lo ge! them serviced. Because 
dnt] ftw, These imports Rave 
pretty much had io rely on 
Gealersnips hey (hemnselves se 
ip inthe lS 

But now theres the Dodge 
Colt station wagon 

When your Colt wagon gets 


ip Armenta. ifs sold and 
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Wa QOS 









serviced by a network of Dodge 
Colt Deaters that stretches trom 
coast {oO coasi 


cp? GT Wiad ra 


OKI aiampori 
lowe al if 


fit a] al 
The Colt Wagon 


comes tron tdapan Et 
: J 
to Areca : 
Oe Lic Dodie frocks 


erviced across the street. 


Mere are some of [he 30 
things that come sfandard-o7 
the Colt Waoon.: our doors 
VrSsheed of wo @ ech iriirng 
buckel seats e Front cise 
brakes « Overhesd cam err 
engine « Four-speed 
fransmssion @ Agwstable 
sleonng conn @ Flow-through 


TOF 


ventifation @ Easy-fo-car 


ea 


ee yi Fl elg 0 is iG F 
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ere Coe 





THE NUTRITIONAL FACTS OF KELLOGG'S RICE KAISPIES 


LITRE. 


TYE CE Rea COP OaT ie 





© €etegs Cqgmgans © LST) Sallogg Com cen. 
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ae 
Say. _ 
D3 
She knows 
I'm not clever with weeds, 
I've always relied 
on her easy warm 
understanding smile. 
But just once, 
after ten years, just once, 


| wanted to tell her I loved her 
like I've never told her before. 


Diamonds make a gift of love. 








With a Land-Rover, 
you can rub elbows 
with the native 
New England. 


hore Seance 
L #i/ L Wy if | 
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A4d-wheel-crive Land-Rover is 
the ideal vehicle for exploring 
the backroads of New England or 
any other out-of-the-way terrain, 
for that matter. 

2d if your taste in travei runs 
to the exotic, you can always book 
passage for your family and 
Land-Rover, and even explore the 
wilderness of New Guinea. 

Because, with a Land-Rover, 
your call of the wild will never go 
unanswered, 

Forthe name of your nearest 
dealer, call 600-447-4700, 
In lWlinois, call 800-322-4400, 





[aT nares | 
Land-Rover a 
eyianal Mids Y) 
Leonia "Nou Jot ery o7ats ea 


TANDARE EQIUIPRTENT:.-Gry ihe new Sars 
il Larei-Fliiva: we cifec an all. ayrnetranmesh 
Hourhoe (4 thrwerd soeedn ara Mmveres, Hus a 
Z-e5peae”qd tarde? bor ethimls © forwor 7 re 
vere), atafnator later cacacy heater im 
pried. foe Dike Alia mew tae ial BP Giver 
at Pay ari og mee cont 
ity at wise be £ val i eers cd 3 Ay 

a Fr 


Pull Jengih rrretal 
Day v Of orroaina tesigiont! siumuirin alipy 
with sliding sida widows. &S Ge-nined rar 
Alem, Se ate jot seven Fiindahielé verti : ale ala: 
with Guilt in by scopes. Dual bresthg syetem 
Winders’ wathers. Gack-wo lights Fight mr 
hale and cdefrote: 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS”? 


Pleuse print wer bew aires below: 


a ew 
‘Shien bs 


CcTt, Grate ie = 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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| land attach the address label from your | 
| National Geoyraphic Magarone “wrapper | 
| 
| ! 
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| | 
| | 
| | 


bere, 20 your records cin be updated. 


al 


Paste Label Here 


Cie fin entine for did nur to 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 200368 


a a 


Stereo 
recording of 
famous “Organ 
Favorites’. 
plus exciting 
Leslie Speaker 
demonstration. 
Just 50¢. 


Listen to your Moat fetowed organ favorites And Ther wa 
rover (he cober, Teale ang yarinty of atlecte etch @ world: 
lartiows Leulie Bponker can wife io your 1 

Rlaging. A mut foe ine. teed cal 









+ 
ection «al aaary afait faher Bevari i | 1 . 
inch “tintadbwem” fost ote neheding , 
poataege and handing wu 1 oe 


Pistia Wusis. CRS Minit lnniranmsnt, A Oresilen ot G lit Wc 


Lelie Soeakaee? Eloctes Mursic Line 
56 Wert Sal Mar Bivd.. Pasadena, Calif, ST i1o8 


Pisaee send ihe Lealie Shenker ““Minkalbaum  SO¢€ ful! 
cayrment la enclosed 


NAME 


Cry JTATE zP 


SRANOSTYPE OF OROAN CWE 





One of the “Crown Jewels" 
pedarmmabcbig be by ar 
il acter aces has la 


show you theta visit to South Africa isan 
experience no serious conservationist 


afford to misa. 

South African Tourist Corporation, 

Rockefeller Canter, 610 Fifth Awe., New 

York, N.Y. 10020, or Suite Fat, Sd65 
Boulevard, f Hills, 





Food without salt ¢ con Qe: prey 
dull. But now there's a way out 
tor people whe can't have salt 
Adolphs Salt Substitute looks 


sprinkles and tastes like salt 
[hats why many doctors 
recommend it. Available requiar 


or s@osoned at your grocer. 










EXPLORE 
YOUR WORLD... 


fiers Globe $16.50 
iZinch lliuminated Giobe $26.50 
16-/nch Globe $42.00 
itwith walnut stand) $52.00 
16-inch Illuminated Giobe $57.00 
(with walnut-stand) $87.00 


PHYSICAL GLOBES | 

12-inch Globe with stand $17.50 
t&-inch Globe with stand $36.00 
Pirie Gulf ie Gd, &. ad ie outpace corny 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
DEPT. 60 - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 


ROYAL WORLD ™ ae a GEOGRAPHIC BOOKS 
“a” ADVENTURE IV Ae 


Preyate FO? Jet for our exclusive group 
iii hte 1S, 1974 ** * 273 0A¥S 
CANARY Ll afi 2aiPcee (Congo 
Sou TH &FAicA. oWASsILAND MOT AMEIOLIE, | 
RAWOEA PAAR BERT A. IA 
SProHaNIET AA PAR IST AS IRDA NEPAL 
SUAMA. HONG EON Jaren. HeaWal! 


rider the (eel ditection of Cit Gotan Write for 
on hie SRA fap Aree The Work | FREE CATLALCH, 
i 
GOTAAS WORLD TRAVEL tee a 


7W Matec Street, ~ Chicage, Ullman BOROP ANCA CER APT 
Talapheone COT 2e 7G Poe Beast ew Lie. Cah 
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Aluminum: 
Pass iton 
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Cans They can collect 
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Write for our tree Proch 


rs nergy abphe, Pil wrt 


send you & listo! A 


- 
Aun Gan Peclan 
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i ort “ee = oi 
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Company of Ame 


Bunlding, Pattsburgh, Pa 


ft LETT Lem 


Torica &flom 


= i = 
+i AICO 


What are you doin 


this weekend? 





The usual? Again? 


Une af these days, you're going to get fed 
Up with | V, crab grass, barbeque smoke 


and that whole dull story 


Youll look hard at your life stvle-and 
usk yourself, “is that all there is” 





Hecause when you're rest there's 


ess, 


always the usual, Like why not drive up to 





Ine lake? Jom the chain gang on the high 
Way Tor nve hours both ways. Some fun, 
heh? Or how wbout uo l6-hew pilgrimage to 
see the hig gume. Worth it? You decide nut 
Game son TV, anyway. Yawn 

Then one day you hiuppen to look up from 
vour hedge clipping and see the answer fas 
above Your buttoned down boredom 

The answer is a Beechcraft Bonanza 
Flying off to all kinds of freedom, All kinds 
Hf intriguing places, All kinds of adventure 

“Tl chéck inte that.” vou think. You da 
‘Bul what is all this weird stuff? Can | 
dave one of these?” You can Ay one of 
these. And you're entering an exclusive 
fraternity in the very fines! wirplane made 
anywhere. By anybody, Your own personal 
Beechcraft Bonanza. A legend in our times. 
The most respected and sought-after single- 
engine airplane in the world 


You re surrounded by personally selected 
colors, fabrics, carpeting and appointments, 
marvelling at the quiet comfort and un- 
believable scenery. And you're moving 
into a Weekend of fun and adventure at 200 
miles dn howr 

Hours before the rest of the world is aff 
ine ireteway, YOu Te in vour trout $lream of 
on the beach, And you're thinkinw there'll 
he Weekends when 
you ll want ta stick 
around home bise 
And just fy. For the 
fun and beauty and 
solitude of it 

Pe hE ime Youre 
Staring af a dull week- 
end, star 
the biggest adventure 
of vour life. Head 


(ALT = =6fiT 


for your Heecherafl 
Dealer. Or maybe 
VOU preier to fo 
Ihe route of the un- 


below. II 
really doesn't matter 
which way you #0, 
AS TONS 28 VOU go Up, 
In vour owt Beech 
craft Bonana. 


UW Poon 


7 LITE C Bera A OPS | oe ch 
HIS IS NOT 4 COUP : 
rir i i i. ay ee | oi F < 
tS Sort of Bm un-coupon ff isn't a crime to 


CUD US & figa i Rational Geographer iboweht th be 
However, we Dave a-dandy gill for vou. and we'd 
Liki you la-seand for th Mow 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE ADVENTURE KIT. You'll 
Pel one of the most fas Halling maps of the USA | 


fouwe ever Seen. Anywhere. Really 2 fun and | 
aiventure chart to set wou free Jram the dull roa! j 
tite. A special calculator in the kit shows-you how 
close each adventure is in pleasant hows of Beech 
cratt flight Everything you want fo know (zimast) 
abou! Tying. is answered in this interesting gift bat 
for readers of National Geographic, WRITE ON YOUR 
LETTERHEAD TQ: Beach Aircraft Corporation, Depart 
ment A. Wichita Kansas 6/7270). Ask for the Baack: 
craft Adventure Kil 
GIVE US Your hare 
gidress, cccupatian 
Pilot? Aircraft 


| Beechcraft 





gamer? hanes mu! 


